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SECRETION OF MILK FROM THE! DIABETES MELLITUS CURED BY 


me Water ...ee- 


SCROTUM. } 

Iw our last Number we extracted from 

a French journal an account of an anoma- 

lous secretion of milk from the scrotum, 

but our notice was necessarily imperfect, 

as the French translator had neglected to 

give the chemical analysis of the fluid. 

The receipt of the original journal ena- 
bles us now to supply this deficiency. 


Ag we last week remarked, a physical 
and chemical examination of the excreted 
fluid showed it to be ofa milky and not of a 
lymphy nature. It had a sweet salt taste, 
and when allowed to remain for some 
time, it divided int@two parts; the ter 
portion resembled half-coagulated 4 of 
Cggerunning a little into a gray colour. 

other fluid part had the appearance 
slightly coagulated milk, and when ex- 
under the microscope exhibited 

vidal bules of various diameters, 

oe , than those seen in goats 

oil The fluid was analyzed by | 

1G, and gave the following 

50 parts, a fluid, ill-favoured, 
principle. 


* ¢ Elaine 
Butter ¢ Stearine > .......+++++ 1.649 
| 

Caseous matter 


Butryne 

2.031 | 

Lactic sugar......++++- 3.154 | 

Matter containing some oe: 5 0.947 
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Sulph. potasause.--+-2-eee-e-e+2 0.264 

Phosphorate offime ........- 

Carbonate of lime ... 


0.188 

0.089 
Mariate of magnesia.......+++-- 
ccccccccescee 91.305 
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KREOSOTE. 


Proressor Bernor, after having un« 
successfully treated seven cases of this dis- 
ease by the various methods recommended 
by authors, was induced to try the effects 
of kreosote in the eighth case, of which 
the following particulars are given in 
Kleinert’s Repertorium for January 1835 : 


The patient was a man, fifty years of 
age, ill for the last sixteen months; he 
passed daily seven Berlin quarts of urine, 
sweet to the taste and smell, containing a 
good deal of sugar, and of a troubled as- 
pect: the patient was feeble, his appetite 
very great, and he was tormented by con- 


stant thirst; his sh disturbed by 
the frequent necess making water, 
but he had no hectic . The treat- 


ment was commenced by administering a 
vomitive, which brought away some acid- 
smelling stuff. Rollo’s plan of treatment 
was then employed for some days, and 
ipecacuanha was given in small doses; 
this produced no good effect, and instead 
of the ipecacuanha, eight drops of kreo- 
sote were administered in the form of pill 
every day. The quantity of urine now ex- 
creted fell to three, two and a half, and 
two quarts per day, It appeared at first 
to contain a good deal of alkalies, particu- 
larly ammonia, and remained troubled. 
The dose of the kreosote was gradually 
increased, and after three weeks Rollo’s 
regimen was abandoned on account.of the 
disgust it excited in the patient. At this 
time the urine gave the odour of horse’s 
urine, contained less sugar, and exhibited 
the first traces of urea, though it continued 
still turbid. Under the common diet and 
increased doses of kreosote, the urine di- 
minished to two or one quart and a half; 
it was occasionally clear, gave an acid re- 
action ; the quantity of sugar became daily 
less, and that of urea greater. After some 
time the patient’s state was evidently im- 
proved. He now took twenty-four drops 
a day, his appetite was good, and his thirst 
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much less, and the urine flowed at from 
one and a quarter to one quart and three 
quarters per day. In a few days more it 
assumed a natural colour, contained all the 
ingredients of normal urine, and ceased to 
give any trace of sugar. 





CASES OF 


STONE IN THE BLADDER CURED 
BY LITHOTRIPSY. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—May I request you to insert in 
your valuable Journal three more cases of 
calculus, treated by lithotripsy, as addi- 
tional proofs that this operation is effica- 
cious in its application, and that its cures 
are complete. I have the honour to be, 
sir, yours, most obediently, 

Hevarecovp, M.D. 

18, Holles-st., Cavendish-sq., 

July 9, 1835. 


Case 1.—Patient aged 57.—Good Consti- 
tution.—A quantity of Flaxen Hair voided 
Srom the Bladder.—Calculus of consider- 
able size.—Three applications of Percu- 
teur.— Recovery nineteen months since. 


Mr. Davis, of Chatham, xtat. 67, whose 


general health almost invariably 
ding gravel in the 
y 29. , at first, were about as 


large as pins’ heads, but they gradually 
imereased to the size of French beans, 
which they resembled in shape. This 
evacuation of calculi was sometimes at- 
tended with acute pain in the kidneys, 
bat as regards the bladder, little or no in- 
convenience was experienced. 

At the beginning of 1833, Mr. Davis ob- 
served at the bottom of the vessel in which 
he had passed his water, what appeared to 
him a mass of clotted blood. This he ex- 
amined, and was much surprised to find 
that it was a quantity of light-coloured 
silken hair, quite similar in appearance and 
to the touch tothat of a young child. This 
hair was agglutinated by coagulated Ulcod. 
The patient could not at first conceive 
that it proceeded from the bladder, and 
tried to réeal to mind whether it might 
not, by any means, have been in the ves- 


sel before he made use of it; he perfectly | 
convinced himself that such was not the | 


case, and no doubt was left as to the re- 
ality. From this time Mr. Davis ob- 
served symptoms of stone, which in- 
creased in severity, and obliged him to 
have recourse to medical assistance and 


| Chatham, who discovered a calculus, and 
| recommended the patient to me. 

| T examined him on the 29th of October 
| 1833; the urethra was large and not sen- 
sitive ; the bladder moderately contractile 
but very irregular ; the calculus appeared 
of considerable size, and was not easily 
moved, on account of the irregular con- 
formation of the interior of the bladder. 

In three applications of the percuteur, 
jeach of about three minutes’ duration, 
|and performed with instruments suitably 
| modified so as to act with safety and effi- 
|cacy, notwithstanding the irregularities 
above alluded to, Mr. Davis was restored 
to perfect health. 

The operations were performed in pre- 
sence of Mr. Robertson(the patient’s medi- 
cal attendant), Mr. Edwards, Dr. Maling, 

the patient's son, and Mr. Biggs. 

Remarks.—The most interesting feature 
of this case is the expulsion of a quantity 

of hair made up into @ mass by clotted 
blood. There is no doubt of its having 
| been voided with the water, for, on exam- 
|ining it carefully, I foumd that it exactly 
|resembled what I once found in the body 
}of a man who died of acute nephritis. 
There are many similar cases on record, 
and especially of as concretidiis in- 
|termixed with h Those in the pre- 
| sent instance presented no calculous de- 
/posit, and were longer and of a finer 
appearance than any I have seen. Most 
of them were an inch or an inch and a 
half im length, and so smooth dnd glossy 
that Ome mighy easily suppose that they 
had been carefully brushed and combed. 

The operation was rendered 

more difficult by the fragments. 
lus placing themselves in the d 
|produced by the muscular 
lonnes) of the bladder, which} 
were numerous and very 
this circumstance rendered® 
make more careful and long 
researches in order to re 

fragment. 

Mr. Davis has remained om 
every symptom. A short time back ghad 
the pleasure of seeing him in town and 
hearing from his own lips that he was en- 
joying perfect health. 





Case 2.—Patient aged 51.— Good Constitu- 
| tion. — Stricture of the Urethra, with 
| four Calculi.—Cure of both.—Two appli- 
cations of the Percuteur.— Recovery a 
year and a half since. 


| Mr. L. , a plumber in the city of Lon- 
don, of a good constitution, and of con- 
| siderable en bon point, has had a stricture 
of the urethra for more than a year. He 
addressed himself to Mr. Lloyd, assistant- 


advice, He consulted Mr, Robertson of' surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
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CURED BY LITHOTRIPSY. 


who immediately detected a stricture | 
about three inches from the meatus urina- 

rius ; the urethra was extremely sensitive, 

the bladder very irritable, and the pro- 

state enlarged. The urine contained a| 
considerable quantity of mucus, and pain 

was experienced in voiding it. By pursu- | 
ing an antiphlogistic treatment, conjointly 

with the regular introduction of bougies, | 
Mr. Lloyd soon obtained a cessation of 

these symptoms; but although the urinary 

organs were brought back to a quiet and 

healthy state, there still remained occa- 

sional derangement, aad difficulty in the 

act of making water. There was a sort of | 
turn or twist in the stream, which led Mr. 
Lloyd to suspect the presence of a stone 
in the bladder. He had the kindness to 
call me in, and on sounding we discovered 
that there were several small calculi; the 
sound of one striking against another was 
rendered very di t with the catheter; 
they were of i oe shape and easily 
moved. 

In two applicaligns of the percuteur, the 
first of which performed at the end 
of December 1833, and at both of which 
Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Biggs were present, 
several small calculi of four or five lines 
in diameter were p ized. After the 
second application the symptoms all sub- 
sided, and a careful examination per- 
formed by Mr. Lloyd, conjointly with my- 
self, confirmed the fact of the entire re- 
moval of the complaint. 

Remarks.— Here is a case of stone suc- 
cessfully treated by lithotripsy, notwith- 
standing a stricture of the urethra; seven 

ight case: of the sort have come under 
the operation is therefore appli- 
such circumstances, but we 
that its performance is ren- 
cult, and sometimes im- 
it isgapnd impossible to 
thra its natural size; 
r instruments must then be 
ded to which, the fragments | 
ot voided with so much facility. But 
to Say when the operation of lithotripsy 
may be advantageously performed in cases | 
of stricture, as in any other cases where 
there is complication, is a matter of sur- 
gical tact. It is difficult to give any pre- 
cise rules on this point, and in order to do 
so, we must have the patient under our 
eye. 

It is a year and five months since Mr. L. 
was dismissed cured; since which he has 
had no return of his complaint, and is now 
im pervect health. 

Case 3.—Patient aged 64.— Considerable 
Cutaneous Eruption.—2 Caleuli - 5 Applica- | 
tions of Percuteur.—Recovery a Year and a | 
half since. } 

Mr. C.N., an Irish gentleman, 64 years | 
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of age, of a good constitution, and who 
up to the year 1831 had enjoyed good 
health, observed at that time a cutaneous 
eruption, which soon spread all over the 
body, and created an abundant serous 
discharge, especially from the thighs and 
legs. About the same period Mr. N. ex- 
perienced for the first time some derange- 
ment in the funciions of the bladder, and 
voided at times water tinged with blood. 
He consulted several medical men, who 
recommended different modes of treat- 
ment, and in this way he continued for 
several years. The symptoms had be- 
come much more violent, and he consulted 
Mr. Colles of Dublin, who discovered a 
stone in the bladder. Mr. N. then came 
to London and addressed himself to Sir 
Benjamin Brodie, who also felt a calculus, 
and conjointly with Dr. Clark called me 
into consultation, in order to see if the 
case was favourable for lithotripsy. 

The urethra and bladder were of mode- 
rate size and not very contractile; the 
prostate was enlarged; the patient had 
rather frequent calls to make water, espe- 
cially in the day; the urine was albumi- 
nous and offensive. There were two cal- 
culi of considerable size in the bladder, 
which were situated in the bas fond, and 
moveable, 

In five applications of the percudeur in- 
struments, at all of which Sir Benjamin 
Brodie and Dr. present, these 
calculi were com ved. Each 
operation lasted to four 
minutes; and after the last, these two 
gentlemen, with myself, examined and as- 
certained the entire removal of the calculi, 


Remarks —The only consideration worth 


‘dwelling on in this case is, that although 


the patient was under the influence of a 
severe cutaneous eruption, little or no fe- 
verish excitement was experienced during 
the operation. After the first examina- 
tion with the sound, which was performed 
with the greatest care and gentleness, 
rigors and fever were observed ; this led us 
to postpone the operation for some days; 
and we were the more circumspect en ob- 
serving that during this general disturb- 
ance the discharge, which before had been 
considerable from some parts of the body, 
ceased almost entirely. We feared that 
this suppression might have been attended 
with serious consequences, but nothing 
untoward supervened. 

After the operation Mr. C. N. felt en- 
tirely relieved from every unpleasant 
symptom, and he is now in the enjoyment 
of perfect health, with the exception of 
the eruption, from which he experiences 
occasional inconvenience. 
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SIR ASTLEY COOPER ON MEDICAL FDUCATION 


| that the hospital surgeons and the council 
| should be elected out of those fifty men 


ABSTRACT OF THE EVIDENCE OF 


MEMBERS or rae ROYAL COL LEGE| 
OF SURGEONS IN LONDON, 


TAKEN BEFORE THE 
PARLIAMENTARY MEDICAL 
COMMITTEE IN 1834. 


EVIDENCE OF SIR ASTLEY COOPER 
(Concluded). 


Tue first portion of this witness's evi-| 
dence will be found at page 416. The part 
at which our abstract then concluded con- 
tained Sir Astley’s confession to the Com- 
mittee that the Examiners at the College 
of Surgeons were constantly employed in 
“ passing” their own pupils, and granting 
to them the diploma of the College. The 
gross impropriety of this system had al- 
ready been admitted by the witness, who * 
used these words in condemning the prin- 
ciple on which he and his colleagues had 
been acting for a long series of years. 
“4 hold,” said Sir Astley (paragraph 193), 
“that NO EXAMINER SHOULD BE A 
TEACHER OF THE PROFESSION, AND THAT 
IN SELECTING EX NERS, YOU OUGHT 
NOT TO CHOOSE ONE WHO WAS AT 
THE TIME A ” This is a me- 
morable sen must not be for- 
gotten. 

The chairman thus proceeded with his 
inquiries where our extracts last closed :— 


291. “Has any private teacher, not 
being a surgeon to one of the large hospi- 
tals, ever been appointed one of your ex- 
aminers?”—“I recollect one.” 

292. “Was not the effect of the regula- 
tions adopted by the College in 1824, to 
exclude from teaching anatomy or surgery 
ai! members of the College, except those 
who were HOSPITAL SURGEONS?” —“TuaT 
WAS THE INTENTION.” 

293. “Did not the majority of the ex- 
aminers who passed those regulations, 
themselves consist of HosPITAL SURGEONS 
or HOSPITAL LECTURERS ?”—“ Yes, THEY 
pip.” 

294. “ Did not the Court thus delegate 
the power of jndging what teachers shouid 
be ‘ recognised,’ to HOSPITAL PHYSICIANS 
and surgeons ?”—*‘ Yes.” 

295. “Under any new constitution of 
the Council, would such an arrangement 
be ricat ?”—* 1 certainly think that men 
so situated might be trusted with that 
office.” 

296. “And in the new constitution of 
the College would you really recommend 

, 


| whom you have before named ?” —“ Yes ; 
jand the teachers of anatomy and surgery 
in London also, should be taken from those 
“fifty men only.” 

297. “Would not this restrict within 
too narrow limits the number of the elec- 
tors of the Council, and of the persons 


| eligible as councillors, teachers, and hos- 


pital surgeons ?”—“ 1 sHouLD THINK NOT.’ 

298. “Would you extend this restric- 
tion also to the larger country hospitals ?” 

—“ That is a subject upon which I have 
not thought.” 

299. “ What is the present expense of 
hospital attendance in London ?” — “ The 
apprentice usually pays 5002. or 600/., to 
be boarded and lodged in the house of the 
hospital surgeon to whom he is attached.” * 
The dresser pays 20/. for the advantage of 
dressing for twelve s. The pupil 
pays 26/. 5s. to be as a perpetual 
pupil, but, in reality, enter only for 

twelve months; bec wa thought 
right to hold over him, did not con- 
duct himself properly, the power of dis- 
posing of him at the end of the year.”— 
To dispose of him $ not mean to make 
use of his body the dissection room, 


but to turn him out if he proves to be in- 
convenient in the hospital, that is, if he 
should happen to ask too many questions 


about the irregular attendance of the 
medical officers and the want of clinical 
lectures, or should speak of the neglect of 
patients ; or evince in any way an impres- 
sion that the chief planets and their satel- 
lites in the hospital do not move 
in the orbits of usefulness and 
200. “ Would the 500/. or 

the whole expense he woul 
for the run of the hospital 
has to enter for tiga 
kinds besides.” 

301. “ What is the mini 
pense incurred by a surgical stu 
ing in London ?”—* As an apprentices 
would cost him 2000/. for the six or seven 
years of education, before he could embark 
in practice. That is about the sum which 
a man ought to calculate that his son 
would spend, if designed to be a surgeon 
of an hospital in London, and a lecturer, 
Thus, the board and lodging, paid for at 
once upon his entrance, is 600/. The going 
to Edinburgh would cost him a consider- 
able sum; and the going on the Continent, 
according to my system of education, a 
further sum.” a 

302. “Supposing him educated in Lon- 
don for a general practitioner, what would 





2° From one to two hundred pounds 
less if he boarded and lodged himseif.” 
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the expense then be?” —“300/. would | qualified person. The fact is, that 7 have 
cover the whole, if he were a prudent man, | been accused of putting into the two hos- 
including board and lodging.”—Contrast | pitals, St. Thowas’s and Guy’s, the men 
these two statements and consider the no-| who are at present the surgeons of those 
tions which Sir Astley Cooper—who evi-| hospitals. They were my pupils; and 
dently estimates all matters of science by'one of them was my relation when I 
a money scale—must entertain of the great brought him into the profession. Two of 
bulk of the profession. The following | them married relatives of mine ; the one, 
would be a very proper arithmetical ques-! after he was an hospital surgeon, and the 
tion for him to work :—“ If it costs 2000/.| other soon after his apprenticeship, and 
to learn medicine well, how much know-| there were only those whom Mr. Cline 
ledge will a man get for 300/.?” The|and myself had educated, who could be 
answer to which would be, “one seventh | admitted surgeons of the hospital, accord- 
the quantity requisite to make a first-rate | ing to the general rule 1 stated. Then, from 
practitioner,” and Sir Astley would un-| those pupils, the governors of the two hos- 
questionably add that “one seventh was! pitals selected the present surgeons; but 
quite enough fo’ rdinates who are to|if other men had taken pupils, it would 
practise on the mass of the community.” | not have appeared, as it might now appear 

303. “ Does the following rule prevail) to the public, as if some other influence 
in any of the London hospitals ; that none | were exerted in the elections: which, I do 
but such as have been pupils or appren-! assure the Committee, with respect to St. 
tices at any h shall be eligible as) Thomas's and Guy’s, never was the case 
physicians or to that hospital?”/ I should have lost my situation if I had 


—! atglad an opportunity of 
speaking on t. I have a personal 
feeling abou rule in the borough 
(for I do not to know the rules of 
other hospitals) that apprentices shall 
have the prefere’ But that rule is not 
absolute, and the treasurer of Guy’s Hos- 


attempted to interfere in the elections, 
further than to give letters of recommen- 
dation.”—Reader, observe that provisv in 
line 4,—“ if he does his duty.” How close 
to a precipice do all the witnesses for the 
present system place their opinions! A 
breath topples them over. Some of them 


pital has been heard to say, ‘As to the are like ships about to be launched, with 
apprentices, if I do not find one that is every shore struck away but one; that 


well informed amongst them, or that I, one breaking dowm of, its own accord. 


think an efficient person, I shall certainly 
send for Mr. Grainger or some other man 
whom I Believe to be so.’” 

304. “Has it ever happened at Guy's or 
St. Phomas’s Hospital, that a surgeon who 
had distinguished himself in a country 
hospital or infirmary has been chosen 
s one of those hospitals ?”—“ No; 

of any instance.” 
ou approve of confining the 
s of the hospital "=I think 
The fact is, that’ the trea- 
hospital, if Ae does his duty, 
ely well all those men who 
have been apprentices. He learns their 
characters from what he sees and hears of 
their talents and of their attention. They 
are therefore not strangers at the time of 
the election, and he selects from them. 
Ifthe men had not beem educated at the 
hospital, they might have brought tes- 
timonials from various situations in this 
town, or from the country ; but how could 
he then have form@d a judgment of their 
characters? Those testimonials are very 
often surreptitiously obtained, or they are 
perhaps not correct. Therefore I think 
the system is an excellent one, and I went 
myself to the London Hospital, very lately, 
to vote for the assistant-surgeon at that 
hospital, because I was quite sure that the 
committee must know whether he was a 


t question 


Others remind us of 
by the old 


'which used to be 
schoolmen; “ How 
dance on the point e at once 
| without jostling one another?” Sir Astley 
Cooper first draws a needle, and then a 
| score of angels on the top of it, and then 
}exclaims “Oh! see; twenty can dance 
thereon!” One of the most important 
questions in medical government is under 
deliberation—the principle on which medi- 
}cal officers should be appointed to the 
| great national medical charities,—involy- 
|ing -a score at least of most serious mat- 
ters for consideration ; the whole of which 
Sir Astley coolly assures us can safely 
quiver on that one point,—fine as the point 
of a needle,—the duty of a treasurer,—one 
who is not a medical man,—a man liable 
to be influenced by a thousand corrupt 
considerations, besides the influences of 
his own self-will,—often an irresponsible 
man, always an incompetent man, and,— 
first and last matter of all,—a man who 
does and can know no part of the duty 
involved in the choice of medical officers. 
How considerate was the witness when 
he made the exception “if!” But Sir Ast- 
ley wandered most lunatically as he pro- 
ceeded. First, he talked of the duty of the 
treasurer ; then he spoke of the knowledge 
of a committee; then he adverted to himself 
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as an organ of appointment, and finally to 
the governors as the selectors of medical 
officers! Whata mess does he make of 
this defence of himself and the system! 

306. “ You think if any accusation is 
made of the prevalence of nepotism in the 
London hospitals, such accusation is un- 
founded ?”—/ Read the answer ofathorough 
humbug) :—“I dare say that many of those 
who have been the medical men of hos- 
eas have been anxious to bring their 
amilies into the same profession; and it 
is most likely that they would obtain a 
good medical education; because, from 
the very beginning, they are placed under 
a father’s eye, who is capable of judging 
whether in the study of the profession 
they. attend properly or not.” 

307. “ Mr. Guthrie has stated, that he 
blamed the Council for recognising the 
Westminster Hospital, of which he was 
surgeon, that hospital containing fewer 
beds than, according to the regulations of 
the Council, would entitle it to recogni- 
tion. Were not complaints made that the 
Couneil had, in this instance, broken 
through their own rule?”’--“1 do not 
know.” 

308. “ Do not the certificates of attend- 
ance produced by the candidates for your 
diploma afford very unsatisfactory evi- 
dence of the lectures and hospitals having 
actually “ There is great 
danger of occasionally 

Served, as 0 

309. The 
scription of 
at once king t at Guy’s Hospital. 
The medical officers, as Dr. Blundell in 
the moments of his independence said, are 
obliged to take off their hats in his presence. 
This Dr. Blundell refused to do, and the 
mer was ultimately made too hot to hold 

im.—“ Has the treasurer of Guy’s ever 
been requested to have a roll-call of the 
students made at the classes of that hos- 
pital?”—“T do not know; I never inter- 
fere in the government of the hospital ; 
and if I were, there would be nothing 
so offensive to the treasurer. From the 
treasurer being a man of integrity, and of 
great zeal for the welfare of the hospital, 
the governors have an unbounded confi- 
dence in him. They leave, therefore, a 
great deal to his discretion, and he is ex- 
tremely anxious that the hospital should 
be raised to as high a character as possi- 
ble."—They leave aff to his discretion. 
But we expect to hear of his deposition ere 
long. It will not be borne in the days of 
reform, that such an institution as Guy's 
Hospital shall continue under the “ dis- 
cretion” of any one man. By-the-by the 
witness does not by the words “ as high a 
character as possible,” allude to the me-| 


? Astley’s de- 
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dical reputation of the hospital as a place 
of resort and able treatment for patients, 
but as a walking hospital for students. 

310. “ Would not junior men of supe- 
rior acquirements, who have completed 
their 25th year, if associated with some 
of the seniors, form a very competent 
board to examine the applicants for the 
diploma ?”—* The juniors would be com- 
petent examiners; but I would not choose 
them as examiners immediately. * * * 
I think it would be a very g measure ; 
but the difficulty is in preserving impar- 
tiality.” 

311. “ Why should a junior be more 
liable to partiality a senior?”— 
“ Because he is intim ith the persons 
that come to be examined: he is living 
in habits of friendship with them.” 

312. “ Is nota difference even of a very 
few years sufficient to separate a man from 
the students as a 
those habits of fi 
out of which you 
arise ?””— (We have 
evasive answers to a@ 
record, but the like 6 
reply to the query chairman, we 
think not yet been @qualled, certainly 
not surpassed.)—“ I think there ought to 
be other grades in the profession, besides 
those I have mentioned. I think a man 
should be an assistant-surgeon at an hos- 
pital, after he had finished his education, 
and undergone his examinationg: that in 
every hospital there should be @sistant- 
surgeons. The advantage of having assist- 
ant-surgeons is, that the assistant is leamn- 
ing his profession in the best possible 
manner, and that the patients in the hos- 
pital are extrémely well atte ; 
if not all, of those assistants, 
them at least, should live 
walls of tHi® hospital, so as 
call of the Surgery-man of the 
the moment that an accident 
in, or a necessity for his atten 

313. “ If no partiality should be found 
tovhave attended the admission of juni 
to examine at Dublin or at Paris, mig 
mission deserve considera- 
tion ?”— ve mentioned the want of 
impartiality as ong evil. I think thefe is 
another, that there would be contests aris- 
ingbetween the juniors and the seniors; 
and that those contests would lead to the 
pupil not having a veF¥ high opinion of 
either; for whenever a matter is disputed, 
you may rest assured that the pupil's vene- 
ration is at an end.” 

314. “ Would you leave it to each ex- 
aminer to determine for himself about his 
resigning when he had got too old to ex- 
amine ?”—*“ As a man sometimes gets into 


not such 





age without having made himself entirely 
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independent, there should be a certain 
stun devoted to prevent his age from being 
an age of poverty, and that he should then 
be expected to resign. I have known exam- 
gners to whom the sum which they re- 
ceived as examiners was a great object.” — 
The witness here probably alludes to Mr. 
Lawrence, whose avarice has become pro- 
verbial in the profession, and who even 
takes a fee from a patient ia the wards of 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital 

315. “ Are ten examiners more than 
enough ?”—“ No; when I first became an 
examiner, the examination was conducted 
by two men at one part of the table, and 
by two men other, and in this way 
they got th their business faster. 
But it gave an Opportunity for excessive 
partiality, For, as only two individuals 
were employed in each examination, it 
led to persons writing to those individuals, 
saying ~‘ I would examine such 
and such a e examinations are 
now nade fore the whole ten 
examiners, conducted in such a 

er such interference 

ave direct evidence to 

latter fact,—evidence 

proving that examination js still, in 

the main, conducted by one or two in- 

dividuals,—in the statement contained in 

paragraph 64, to which it is worth while 
to refer. 

316, “ The examinations in Dublin are 
open to all members of the College. Would 
not such publicity as this be one of the 
best securities that could be devised against 
any partiality to candidates ?”—“ I should 
think there would be no objection to make 
it public, but it would be ale to con- 

the audience to fifty 
blicity to graduates 
lent check against 
—“ Yes; and it would be an 
mode of forcing those who were 
indolent, to keep up their know- 
examiners.” : 

318. “ You have recommended those 

y as surgeons to London hospitals, ap 

e been educated as pupils or app 
tices at that hospital. Would not such a 
rule have the effect of ygxcluding from 
London hospitals such as the late 
Mr. Hey of Leed# or Mr. White of Man- 
chester; and could a rule that wo’ e- 
vent the chalie of men so emin : 
rate,in the } run, beneficially for the 
hospitals or the public ?”—“ Mr. White of 
Manchester I knew, and I do not think 
that any great evil would have arisen from 
his exclusion; Mr. Hey I also knew, but 
if I am asked whether Mr. Hey was fit to 
be an examiner at the College of Sur- 
geons, I should say he was not. He was 
a good practical suggeon, and he was an 
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ingenious man; but he had not that 
foundation in anatomy which fits a man 
for the highest scientific views of his pro- 
fession,” 

319. “ Do your principles of exclusion 
carry you so far as to propose to prohibit 
druggists from selling medicine and giv- 
ing advice ?”—“ I have known chemists 
who are equal to it. There was a man in 
the Borough, a very sensible man, whom 
I should consider as a person who might 
prescribe with safety ; but the prescriptions 
of a great number of chemists would be 
entirely without principle, and would be 
very dangerous.” 

320. “ Again, below the druggists, and 
far more ignorant than they, come the 
worm and water doctors, bone-setters and 
others, whose name is Legion, The Col- 
lege of Physicians was engaged between 
two and three centuries in endeavoring 
to put down these and other interlopers on 
what it considered its own peculiar pro- 
vince of practice; but all to no purpose, 
and at last it abandoned the attempt. 
Would any powers enable you effectually 
to put those down ?”—“] acknowledge 
that it would be extremely difficult. The 


rs object to any kind of control ; but 
think that if you hed good physicians, 
apothecaries, in 

people were 


good surgeons, and 
every country to’ 
informed that 
tion, they wel 
instance. 

an honest p 
support the’ 
under those ci 

a straw to save BE i 
patient will seek aseistance Con anybody 
that will profess to cure him, though they 
have not the power to realize their pro- 
mise.” 

321. “Would you require druggists to 
undergo any course of study and of exa- 
mination ?”—“ J think they should be ait 
made apothecaries.” —Where Sir Astley is 
to be matched as a legislator for the pro- 
fession, we candidly confess we know not, 


-|—out of the Board of Examiners in Lin- 


coln’s-inn-fields. 

322. “Has the College ever erased from 
its list any one of its members for mala- 
praxis or quackery ?”—“‘ Yes, it has, but I 
do not know of more than one instance. 
It was that of a man who assumed his 
ability to cure incurable diseases.” 

323. “In the army do not surgeons 
practise*pharmacy as well as surgery ?”— 

“ They all prescribe, but I do not know 
that they make up their medicines. The 
fact is that we are all physician-surgeons : 
for as to practising surgery without physic, 
it is absolutely impossible.” 

324. “If any army surgeon were to 





504 SIR A. COOPER ON MEDICAL PRACTICE, EDUCATION, 


practise pharmacy as_well as surgery, in | of degradation which it has been the con- 
vate practice, would he be considered | stant effort of the Council of the College 
squalified for admission into the Coun- | of Surgeons to enforce by usage. 
cil ?’—“ Certainly, he must not practise! 330. “ If the four boards which you have 
pharmacy.” suggested,—a surgeon’s, a physician's, an 
325. “ Was it not generally believed | apothecary’s, and a midwife’s,—were ap- 
that Mr. Abernethy dispensed medicine | pointed to examine, would it be essential 
to his own patients 7’—“ I believe, at that | that they should co-operate together, so 
time, it was a common occurrence for sur- | as to reduce as far as possible the expense 
weons to give pills to their patients; and to the students ?”—“ Certainly not so as to 
I have heard that Mr. Abernethy had a! reduce the expense below the present level, 
drawer full of them, and that he used to! which would be the greatest possible evil 
dip his hand in, and give a handful to per- | to the profession.” 
tons who came to consult him. Thereis| 331. “How would a reduction in the 
ho reason, however, why persons should| expense of education be uctive of 
not be allowed to indulge in harmless|evil to the profession ?”—‘ You would 
whims.” |have persons of all d tions coming 
26. “ You think then that that affords | into the profession, would be ex- 
no valid reason for excluding a man from | ceedingly degraded. You would not have 
the Council?”—*“ The exclusion arises! gentlemen's sons enter it, as you have 
from the belief that it is incompatible | now, or any of the better orders of society. 


with the perfection of surgery that a man 
should be engaged during the greater part 
of the day in the practice of pharmacy.” 
327. “ But if so large a portion of a 
surgeon's time is occupied in treating 
medical cases, might not a person contend, 
by parity of reasoning and with equal jus- 
tice, that this medical practice was incom- 
patible with the perfection of surgery?” — 
“ There is a vast difference; if a surgeon 
e phe prescribes for 
pot make up the 


at equivoca- | 


e perfectly 


that exami- 
nations ‘in ild not be in- 
trusted to 
onmected with the Col- 
lege of Surgeons?”—“ I think the best- 
constructed board would be derived from 
those men who practise midwifery almost 
exclusively. I have heard of such hor- 
rors from ignorance in midwifery as would 
harrow up your souls, if 1 were to repeat 
them.” 

329. “If the midwives were made a 
separate board, would it not be necessary 
to take care that the expense to students 
was not increased ?""—“ Certainly, I should 
be very sorry to see the expense of the 
general practitioners’ education increased. 
They are extremely ill paid. They have 
not a proper remuneration.” — Did Sir 
Astley ever help to get them a better; or 
is there a single suggestion in the whole 
of his evidence to which he can point and 
say with truth, “If that proposal be car- 
ried mto effect, it will increase the remu- 
neration and the rank in life of the gene- 
ral practitioner”? Alas, there is not one! 
On the contrary, his plan of medical edu- 
cation and practice would, if carried into 
effect, actually confirm dy /aw that state 


ries’ Company, | 


| ment sitting i 


| One of the higher o 
| said to me, ‘J Aave a net 
| wish to bring one in 

| lieve I shail bring one 
your profession, it is 
And why should it be 
It is only because the 
sufficiently educated scientific to 
maintain the dignity which it deserves for 
its usefulness.” 

332. “If you could diminish the ex- 
pense of good medical education, would it 
not enable regularly-educated men to 
compete with the uneducated; which they 
cannot now do?”—“I know the conse- 
quence of gratuitous education. It has 
happened to me, repeatedly, to have an 
opportunity of introducing into the pro- 
| fession the sons of persons who were in a 
\lower sphere. of life. They have been 
| generally bad sons, and very 
| jects; they despise their parents, 
| not mix with their family, and 
| destroys the best feelings of t 
| Besides which, you never can 
profession what it ought toube, a 
man’s profession.”—How came Sir Astley 
| Cagper to make this extraordinary sta 

while it was not improbable t 
Balderson, the honest son of hi 
n, was at that very. mo- 

baronet’s consultation 
|chair in Conduit-street, prescribing for 
| pati in the name, and as the confi- 
| de urgical assistant, of, Sir Astley 
| Coo % 

333. “Is it not a ne@@ssary conse- 
quence, that the more you lessen the ex- 
pense of good medical education, the 
|more nearly do you enable the educated 
practitioner to compete on equal terms 
with the uneducated one?” — “ There 
should be no uneducated practitioners.” — 
This was another equivocation, so the 


a nobleman, 
children ; I 





Mr. 
' time-worn foo 
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Chairman pursued the witness with yet 
another question on the same subject. 
331. “ But since, after all that you can 
do, there will still be uneducated practi- 
tioners, whom you cannot put down, as 
you have admitted, does not it follow that 
the more you reduce the expense of medi- 
cal education, the better you enable the 
educated practitioner to compete upon 
equal terms with the uneducated one ?”— 
“ I cannot see the solidity of that opinion. 
I think if a man is from the lower sphere 
of life, he is nearer the society of the per- 
son who is destroying the profession by 


5 


05 
have seen every wound in the body, to 
apply that principle to each.” 

340. “ At what should you estimate the 
expense of a collection of preparations, 
the smallest that would be adequate for 
teaching anatomy, physiology, and sur- 
gery, in a proper manner ?”—“ I should 
think 10007.” 

341. The following is a most strange 
answer after all that the witness has said 
about education, diplomas, and practice. 
Already advocating rour BOARDS, each to 
grant a license to practise to every prac- 
titioner, this medley-minded legislator 





want of character. The chairman has | would now have a fifth board to grant de- 
expressly stipulated in this question, as| grees. However, the medical-degree and 
well as in all the preceding questions, licensing board is the only board which 
that the practitioners to whom he referred | either the profession or the public needs.— 
were to be well-educated men. Yet Sir|“ Should you approve of appointing a 
Astley will not answer the question, as | body in London, of some kind or another, 
though any such stipulation had been made. | empowered to confer medical degrees ? ""— 
All that Sir Astley requires is, that the | “ I think it would be a great advantage to 
practitioner ve spent a great deal this vast city, which is a place for every 
of money. A ? Because under the , thing that is scientific.” 
certificate system so much of it goes to| 342. “ Would it be desirable that the 
him and his es. | Board appointed to judge of the fitness of 
335. “ Are aware that the exami-! candidates for a medical degree, should be 
ners of the of Surgeons of Edin-| entirely unconnected with the teachers of 
burgh are annually elected by the mem-/any particular school ?”—“ They should 
bers of the whole College; and that no have ceased to teach before they begin to 


inconvenience has hitherto resulted from 


such mode of election ?”—“ J was nol aware | 


of it.”—Oh ignorance ! 

336. “ And that the effect has been to 
introduce into the College, as examiners, 
men whose talents are in their full vigour ?” 
—“ Tam glad to hear it” !—Oh hypocrisy! 

337. “ Are you aware that practitioners 


in midwifery are not excluded from the | 


Court of Examiners of the College of Sur- 
geons at Dublin ?”—* J did not know that.” 
rance, in additional manifesta- 


“Do not a number of young Irish 
come over to this country to 
by the London College ?”— 

‘but why I do not know.” 
339. “Is this migration of students to 
pene a to the examinations being 
extensive and strict than those of the 
Dublin College ?”—*“ I do not know; but 
I believe the examination at our College is 
carried far enough. With regard to sur- 
gery, we do not expect candidates to be 
highly informed; but we believe it is_ne- 
cessary that they should understan@ the 
principles upon which their practice is to 
be founded; and when we find that a man 
has obtained those principles, we should 
not reject him because he had not seen 
certain accidents or diseases. If a man 
has a wound upon his finger, he knows 
that if he turns a thread around it, the 
parts will be brought together, and unite ; 
and it is not necessary that he should 


| examine.” 

343. “Ought the general practitioner 

|to be remunerated by charging for his 
medicines, or for his attendance ?”—“ I 
know no other remedy than a combina- 
tion of the twa charging for at- 

|tendance a certain stim, and charging for 

| medicine.” . 

344. “ Would not many of the most re- 
spectable practitioners feel their profession 
lraised in character, were they enabled to 

charge for attendance ?"—“TI think so; 


> 


| 
| some of them fear that they should not be 


'properly remunerated; but I am quite 
sure there are others who would be de- 
lighted to find any mode of being certainly 
remunerated, without sending in an un- 
|necessary quantity of medicine. There is 
| this to be said; that if an apothecary be 
|not paid immediately, his bill is generally 
disputed; the disease which occasioned 
\the necessity for attendance is forgotten. 
Accipe dum dolet is an old axiom” 

345. “Is there any other point which 
you wish to state to the Committee?” 
“Nothing but the necessity of enforcing 
examinations. If examinations are not 
enforced, the profession will never be a 
profession of much usefulness. The Apo- 
thecaries’ Company have done infinite 
service to this country, by getting their 
Bill enacted. Ido not mean to say, that 
there may not be faults in the bill. I 
scarcely know it further than by its 
effects,” 
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346. “ It is for that reason that you pro- | anatomical or surgical doctrine that he is 

, that the examinations be extended being questioned upon, would it not be 

one to four?”—“ Yes, to medicine, impossible in such a case that a man who 

sergery, pharmacy, and midwifery.”—So|was merely ground could pass his exami- 
that the highly-bepraised Company have | nation ?”—“ It would be impossible.” 

really done so little good, compared with| 349. “ Is that ever done by your Court 

what a reputable and efficient scientific of Examiners, in examining upon the dry 


Faculty of Medicine might have effected, | 
that Sir Astley, in his wisdom, proposes | 
that three more boards be established even, | 
after which education will be only raised 

to the miserable point which the baronet, 
contemplates for one class of medical men. | 
For by the rule of three,—“ If four boards | 
make one subordinate medical man, how | 
much of a subordinate will one make?” | 
And that one, according to Sir Astley, the 

meanest of the lot! 

347. “ It is said that there are certain | 
teachers called grinders, who make it 
their business, by inquiring of newly-ex- | 
amined candidates, to discover the turn 
of mind of the different examiners, and 
the character of the questions they usually 
put to candidates ; and who, according as 
this or that examiner may put questions, 
prepare their pupils to answer accord- 
ingly. Is this the case; and if so, is it 
injurious to the student, by diverting his 
mind froma the study of the solid princi- 
ples of science to that of the peculiarities | 
of the individual examiners ?”—“ That 
there are grinders we all know. 1 heard 
a man say'to another, ‘ What are you cet- 
ting up?’ © And this was not to be by at- | 
tendance at an or a dissecting- | 
room, but ‘by g at home. But! 
nothing is 80° easily detected. A man| 
comes before us, who has been ground. | 
You say, ‘ Sir, such a muscle being raised, 
what muscle will you see underneath it?’ 
If he has been ground, he may know 
the first muscle; and if he were asked 
what that muscle was, he would tell 
you its origin and its insertion; but di-| 
rectly you begin to unfold the body, and 
to display anything that is situated inte- 
riorly, he is entirely at a loss; and in that 
easy way you may detect those who have 
been crammed.”—The best of this is, that 

as we have already stated) four-sixths of 
the London students do actually grind for 
their examinations, and are “ passed.” 
Amongst the witnesses who attended this 
Committee, was one gentleman who very 
freely, candidly, and hononrably, let out 
the whole art and mystery of the grinding 
department of medical education, founding 
his statements on personal knowledge de- 
rived during extensive employment as a 
ptivate teacher of medical stadents. The 
College and Hall will have the benefit of 
his evidence in print before long. 

348. “ Ifthe candidate were required to 
demonstrate actually upon a subject the 





, as they are called ?”—* No, I never 
new it; but it ought to be done.” 
With this memorable confession the 
evidence of Sir Astley Cooper closes. 





ERINENSIS TO DR. JOHNSON. 


— 


To James Jounson, Esq., M.D. 


“ erunt et'am altera bella.” 


My pear Docror,—In resuming our 
correspondence I regret the necessity of 
commencing with _ motto. We 
have had, it is true, rp skirmish- 
ing of old; but I had indulged the hope 
that as the cause of our differences seemed 


to be removed, they would noi only not 
have been renewed, but that they would 


| have been mutually forgotten. In this 


agreeable anticipation 1 was confirm- 


ied by your repudiation of the errors of 


toryism, and your recovery from the delu- 
sions of dyspepsy. From these salutary 


jcrises in the state of your health and 


opinions, I am weak enough to confess 
that I expected a return to the paths of 
peace and reason; and I confidently be- 
lieved, that as you had become a convert 
to liberalism, your opposition to its ad- 
vocates would have been discontinued. 
It was, therefore, with much surprise 
disappointment that I foand, on 

the last number of your journal,» 
embracing the doctrines of th 
philosophy, you omitted the 

observing its practice. In this 
semi-conversion you are by no 
singular. Faith does not always lead to 
good works, the theorist in politics 

in morals being an extremely comm 
character. It certainly gives me some 
pain thus to intimate your place in a 
classification of mankind founded on these 
principles ; but you must recollect, that in 
breaking through a solemn truce without 
the slightest provocation, and in defiance 
of your own professions, yon have left me 
no other alternative. “ If you tread upon 
the worm,” you know, my dear Doctor, 
“ it will turn;” and | am sure you will not 
complain of my exercise of a somewhat 
similar privilege. But before proceeding 
to adjust the small difference betwecn us 
at present, I must premise that I had no 
intention of reviving the discussion of the 
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I now come, my dear Doctor, to, the 


subject of your attack, secing that the| 
original parties in the case have evinced | part which you have taken in this affair ; 
by their silence in the last number of their | and I wish merely to observe in this place 
journal a disposition to drop the matter.) that you could not have taken that part 
The observations, therefore, which I shall | in ignorance, and that you cannot make 
find it to make in reference to| this a point in your defence. You were 
this subject, 1 wish you to understand perfectly aware of the nature and origin 
are exclusively intended for yourself To of the dispute between Erinensis and 
the Dublin editors 1 have replied, and am | the Dublin editors, and you had the two 
satisfied with the result. Should they | reports before you at the time you selected 
again revive the discussion, I will of | the false one, and wrote the following im- 
course defend myself; but in the present | pudent note at the bottom of it. You say 
instance I am addressing you, not them;'in this note, page 146 of your Telescope, 
and in order to place your wanton calum-| or whatever seope you call it, that “ ina 
nies and impertinent insinuations in as | recent Nwuber of Tae LANncet, Eainen- 
clear a light as possible, I shall recapitu-| sis has impugned the accuracy of the 


late the particulars of the transaction in 
which they originated. 

During the winter a case of catalepsy 
occurred in Jerris Street Hospital, Dublin, 
and was attended by Mr. Extis, one of 
the surgeons of that institution. A report 
of the case was inserted in a Dublin 
newspaper, while the patient was still 
under treatment in the hospital. This re- 
port, which was published anonymously in 
a newspaper, and which was well known 
at the time of its appearance to have 
been incorrect in many particulars, and 
invidious in its object, inasmuch as nei- 
ther was the name of the medical attend- 
ant mentioned, nor even that of the insti- 
tution in which it was treated, was adopted 
and inserted inthe Dublin Medical Journal 


without any explanation whatever. In the | 


same number of that Journal,a review, sup- 
posed to have been written by me, in Tue 
Lancet, was, together with the general 
character of that publication, made the 
subject of virulent animadversion. Under 
these circumstances, I deemed it neces- 
reply to the erroneous and indis- 
charges made against ime per- 

as well as against the work in 

write; and I adduced the insertion 

of catalepsy in question, by the 

n editors, as an illustration of the 
manner and spirit in which their work 
was conducted. Had the matter termi- 
nated here, the public would be at liberty 
to draw their own conclusions from the 
statements before them; but they were 
not left long in suspense between the au- 
thority of the Dublin editors and of Ert- 
Newsis; for, in a short time afterwards, 
the authentic report of the case was pub- 
lished by Mr. Exxis himself in Tar Lan- 
cet, which pat an end of course to all 
doubts as to the accuracy of the news- 
paper report that was impugned by me. 
If ariy one, indeed, will take the trouble of 
comparing these two reports, he will find 
that I was fully borne out in making a 
charge of the grossest inaccuracy. In fact 
the two reports were essentially different. 


above report. But as this scepticism is 
|mixed up with strong party feeling, we do 
not deem it necessary to suppress the case, 
unless its authenticity be denied by more 
jthan anonymous testimony.” Now, my 
dear Doctor, putting all the circumstances 
of the dispute between the Dublin editors 
and Erinensis out of sight, let me ask 
you one simple question, Why, having the 
true report and the spurious one before 
you,—why did you reject the genuine, the 
authentic report, and publish the false, 
the anonymous one, for the benefit of 
‘those who study pathology through the 
| Telescope? To this plain question I {re- 
| quire a direct answer; and I may here 
advise you beforehand, that to say you 
| had confidence in this “ friend” or that 
“ friend,” that you did not see Mr. Ex- 
| Lis’s report at the time your Journal was 
published, or stuff of that kind, will not do 
for me. I wanta direct answer to a plain 
| question, and that is, why did you publish 
the false instead of the true report—a 
|newspaper fabrication instead of the au- 
thorized document? Confess at once, my 
dear Doctor, that it was your evil genius 
| that prompted you to this most untoward 
course—to play off this practical hoax on 
'the purchasers of your Telescope, and to 
}commit this wanton and most malicious 
act of aggression on your oid friend Ear- 
nensis, for I do not know what other 
| plea than this you can possibly set up in 
| your defence. 

Having thus, I trust, shown that the 
grounds of this attack were unjust,—for of 
two courses equally easy you took the 
wrong onc,—and unnecessary, because you 
might have avoided it altogether by doing 
what was right, I would conclude at this 
point; but that, not content with doing 
an injustice to me and your readers, 
you must also give your reasons. These 
reasons I take to be, what you are pleased 
to call my “scepticism,” “ party-feeling,” 
and “anonymous testimony.” Now with 
respect to “scepticism,” 1 suppose a re- 
ference to the two cases will be quite sufti- 
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cient to convince any one, the most “scep-|pire, in which the whole political ma- 
tical,” of your readers, that all the “ scep-|chinery of the social edifice is regulated 
ticism” is on your own side, and all the| by party and party-feeling. Who is he, 
truth on mine. But I will suppose that;my dear Doctor, who does not belong to 
an authorized report of this case had not some party or other? Such a nondescript 
appeared, that the question was one of|is unknown to me. Even Lord Stantey 
mere authority between Eatnensis and the last of the monostatists no longer 
the Dublin Editors. Why, allow me to ask, | “ stands alone in his glory.” When you, 
should you preten’1—presume—to give an | then, have an occasion in future to refer 
opinion on a subject of which you knew/|to my party-feeling, I beg of you to sub- 
and could know nothing, but what you) stitute some more definite form of expres- 
learned from the statements of the parties; sion—to speak at once of my political 
themselves? By what grasp of compre-| principles, which alone can be made the 
hension or intellectual exertion could you | subject of censure or of approbation, You 
in London arrive at a knowledge of what know besides, for you appear to have 
was going on in Dublin?—or, knowing the paid particular attention to the dispute, 
impossibility of doing so, hazard a conjec- that I neither used strong language nor 
tural falsehood by designating my state- indulged in party spirit on that occasion ; 
ments as “scepticism?” They might in- and that if I did do so, there was not 
deed be false, sceptical, hypercritical—they | wanting sufficient provocation to warrant 
might, in short, correspond with the worst such a course. The parties concerned in 
definitions which could be given of them, that transaction had no more right to ex- 
but the truth or falsehood of them being pect respectful language from me, than 
an impossible attainment to you, your you have on the present occasion; for 
pronouncing an opinion on them can be their attack was just as uncalled for as 
designated by no other term than that of yourown. In fact, my dear Doctor, your 
presumption ; nor can your perseverance talking of “ party-feeling” in the case is 
in the assumption of that opinion, after you cant. If to belong to, and occasionally to 
saw the justification of these statements, express the opinions of, a large body of 


be described otherwise than as a matter of the medical practitioners of Ireland, who 
malice. ,are contending against a party in that 


Ambiguity of expression not unfre-| country intent on their own aggrandize- 
quently accompanies a laxity of morals.| ment alone, be a crime, I cheerfully plead 
The coward “willing to wound and yet! guilty to the charge, and do not at all con- 


afraid to strike,” usually insinuates what| sider myself bound in such a character to 
he has not the courage to utter in plain|/regulate my phraseology or my feelings 
terms. In your case, my dear doctor, I| according to Dr. Johnson's standard of 
confess myself at some loss to understand | propriety, and still less according to his 
what you intended by the charge of ideas of morals. 

“strong party-feeling,” though I can| Upon the charge of “anonymous testi- 
readily imagine that you meant something mony” I must offer a few words, as you 
very bad by the phrase. I will therefore | appear to attach some importance 
suppose that you used it in its worst sense,/ matter. For this purpose 1 will 

and that its application to me was literally | myself as speaking to the que 

just. Yet, admitting all this, it by no! anonymous writing in the full e 

means follows that though a violent poli-|the sense in which you and many Off 
tician I might not be a crcdible authority affect to condemn it as unworthy of 

on other subjects. My feelings indeed dence. If I understand you rightly on 
might be up to the boiling point of ex-|this point, you of course attach no value to 
citement about politics, and still be anonymous statements; and profess to 


down to zero on a question of pathology. believe those only which are subscribed 
with the signatures of the authors. Let 
us contrast for a moment your conduct 
with your professions in this matter,— 
—bring your “ faith” and your “ works” 


In this there is nothing impossible, though 
the inference which you would force on 
your readers is exactly opposite. Why, 


therefore, not make some specific charge, 
some intelligible objection, to my state- to the test of comparison. The present 


ments, and not take refuge from refuta-|number of the Medico-Chirurgical Reriew 
tion in the ambiguity of a paltry and in-' presents itself at once as a proper subject 
consequential inuendo of this kind? You for the performance of the experiment— 
are not, I presume, so wretchedly igno-|you are yourself, my dear Doctor, the 
rant, though your conduct is sufficiently | great authority to which I shall refer on 
silly to expose you to the charge, as not, this point. First, then, with respect to 
to know that the accusation which you’ your veneration for names. Dr. Bostock 
bring against me is equally applicable to!I always understood to bear a very high 
every otheg individual in the British em- | character in the medical profession, He 
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is just. the man to whom the “men of under the name of botheralion!” And this 
names” would pay all manner of defer- too isa very pretty specimen of the consist- 
eace. But how is he dealt with by Dr.'ency of the philosophers of merry Eng- 
Jounson? In a review of his “ History of land. One more specimen and I shall 
Medicine” the Doctor more than insinu-| have done with quoting. It will be seen 
ates that he stole every word of the said to be particularly remarkable for elegance 
History out of Le Crere and Srrencev.' of language and refinement of sentiment. 
I shall quote your elegant words on this It runs thus: — “But though M, 
point. “* Now if every historian of medi-| Baumes has thrown no sheep's-cyes he 
cine were to shirk the quarter or half a has fung mach dirt, and our contemporary, 
century that bordered on his own times, like those industrious little boys that the 
how would the history of medicine be curios traveller may see at horses’-tails, 
carried down from period to period? We trailing a small barrow, and carefully col- 
strongly suspect that our worthy author lecting their valuable dung—our contem- 
broke off when he found no other history porary we say has put into his smal! barrow 
of medicine ready cut and dry to work M. Baumes’s mud, and strange-looking 
upon,” Again:—“ We tell Dr. Bostock, mudit is!” In fact, my dear Doctor, the 
then, that we hold his judgment (this thirty or forty numbers of your Review 
ought to have been his name) on this are so many records of your contempt of 
subject, ia very low estimation when he the precepts which you profess to practise. 
proposes the Parisian journals for imita-~ But why refer to these extracts and docu- 
tion!” Again :—“ In what way, then, has ments? Have you not, in direct opposition 
Dr. Bostock come to his conclusion? Just to your own professions, dcliberately se- 
by prejudice, and by a waspish huff taken lected the anonymous case of catalepsy 
against the metropolitan journals, trom in preference to the authentic report ? 
some cause or causes best known to himself!” 1 willnow take a more general view of 
Upon these passages I need not remark this question, my dear Doctor, and ask 
that with you at least there “is no charm you, Do you seriously believe that a man’s 
in thename ” of Bostock, any more than, name is a guarantee for the trath of his 
if he had subscribed himself Broomstick! statements? If you answer in the affirma- 
The Dublin editors are “names,” too, of tive, I will undertake to prove that the 
high authority with you;—let us see how greatest absurdities and falschoods in 
you respect their authority. Upon one of ancient and in modern times have been in- 
them I find the following comments, which | vented and propagated inscience,in morals, 
may suffice as proofs of the sincerity of and in religion, by men who have signed 
your professions on this point. These re- their names to their writings. Nay, the 
marks are appended to a letter to Dr.’ converse of the doctrine which you hold 
Graves by Dr. J. Notax. “ With every wight be readily proved; for so far from a 
respect for the acumen aud practical tact ot name binding a writer to veracity, it is 
Dr. Graves, we cannot bring oursclyes not unfrequently an inducement to false- 
lieve that there was one alom—we had hood. It is more than probable that, as 
said element—of enteritis in the auonymous writers, neither you nor Dr, 
se. If forced to give it a name, Bostock would have dared to make the 
kd call it enteralyia rather than | statements Ihave quoted. But were you not 
!" That is, in other words, your | both actuated by the same hope of secur- 
ented friend” does not after all know | ing credenee to your ridiculous assertions 
the difference between inflammation of | upon the strength of the subscription of 
the bowels and a bellyach! Be it so—!your names? Names, in one word, my 
“non nostrum inter vos tantas componere | dear Doctor, are the worthless adjuvants 
lites."—I offer no opinion, though I}upon which you and your sect rely for 
might ; Iam merely showing your respect inducing the public to swallow your erro- 
for, the value you attach to, “ names.” The | neous opinions. To such factitious aids 
mine is so rich, 1 am tempted to work it|the anonymous writer cannot have re- 
a little longer. Mr. Warzace is gene- | course; his opinions and statements must 
rally considered to be a practitioner and | stand or fall by the tests of reason and 
writer of some eminence in Ireland; but | examination, In these circumstances 
what does his “name” avail him in the | Erinensts is placed; to this tribunal he 
opinion of the “junior editor” of the/ will submit, but to none other. Knowing 
Medico-Chirurgical Review, who from the | all these things, as you must have known 
following passage about Mr. Wattace,|them—that he was opposed to a party 
attaches the same importance to “names” |in the medical profession in Ireland 
as does “Papa?”—“Well may Mr.Wattace| who are enacting the counter-part of a 
designate this view as somewhat hypothe- | political faction in that country—that no 
tical. Jt is a very pretty specimen of that;means publicly or privately have been 
form of reasoning known in the Green Isle| spared by this party to deprive his state- 
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ments of the legitimate influence of truth | and generosity, their motto being “ De- 
—knowing all these facts, and professing | bellare superbos, subjectis.” By- 
too a co-operation against this party, was | and-by, however, the short interregnum of 
it consistent, was it honest in you to come | the conservatives began, and then these 
forward, and that too while probably in | “ wait-awhiles” were all in action again. 
the wrong, to throw the weight of your)“ Carpe diem” was now their motto, aud 
worthless titles and miscalculated autho- | fierce cabal, intrigue, and vengeance, were 
rity into the scales against him? Such aroused. Quiescence and imternal re- 
conduct indeed he might have expected | form were pitched to the winds. Their tri- 
from the wretched “Gazetteers” and! umphwascome. The reformers were to be 
“ Journalists" — from the “mercenary | taught a memorable lesson, and the school 
Swiss” of the London booksellers, who | faction was to be confirmed for ever on its 
have hired themselves in the defence of|throne. The elections were at hand, and 
party and monopoly; but from the phy- | every exertion wasto be made :—whipping- 
sician to a British King, and still less| in, bribes, promises, the influence of pas- 
from one who holds the mach more, sions and political feclings, everything was 
honourable office of an independent and | had recourse to. A score of country mem- 


uncontrolled minister of truth, as Editor 
of a scientific Journal, the conduct which 
yon have evinced in this transaction was 
surely not to be expected. It may not 
however be without its use—without its 
moral ;—it will serve to show what reliance 
is to be placed on the assertions and opi- 
nions of men holding the highest situa- 
tions, and affecting an exclusive right to 
confidence and respectability. It will show 
the utter fallacy of judging of statements 


or arguments by any other criteria than} 


bers were brought up some hundreds of 
miles in coachcs and chaises, and the house 
was regularly swamped. Every liberal 
| member (with one or two exceptions) was 
| ignominiously dismissed from whatever 
office he held. Juniors were promoted 
over the heads of seniors, and a couple of 
notorious rats (too contemptible to be 
named) received the reward of their trea- 
sonable desertion from their avowed prin- 
ciples and party. Nota single office (in 
number fifty or sixty) but was filled up 


the intrinsic merits of the statements and | with members of the ultra school faction, 
arguments themselves. 

I remain, my dear doctor, notwithstand- 
ing these unavoidable reflections, and not 
without hopes that we may still be friends, 


your sincere admirer, 


or of those emasculated drones that are 
to be found in most assemblies, and who, 
being destitute of sentiment or principle, 
are guided only by a fawning submission 
to others, or the love of pelf. Even the 





ERINENSIS. | present president was condemned, but a 


Dublin, July 10th. 





timely article in Tar Lancer, and his 
own delicate health, by which they trusted 
| his influence would be neatralized, rescued 
| him from execution. The other two libe- 


PROBATIONARY LECTURES AT THE | rals who escaped, saved their distance 


| by a single bean, and this not from 


DUBLIN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. | ciple, but in part through the ope 


4 Snare ) | . 
(From a Correspondent.) their 


| 


Were it not for the seriousness of the 


| good fellowship, and in part from 

tactics. The faction had now ev 

own way. Nothing could 

their vulgar triumph and chuckling glee. 
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interests which are at stake, it would) Harrison spouted with more than his 
really be highly amusing to watch the ir-| usual flippancy, and exhibited as first 
regular proceedings of the College of Sur-|fugleman with more energy than ever. 
geons in Ireland, by which, of course, we | Cusack forgot his placid simile, and laid 
mean the self-dubbed College, the school | down the law with dogmatism, while Ja- 
faction. After the severe exposure which | con’s triumph knew neither moderation 
they suffered at the hands of Mr. Waz-| nor decency ; his manners were even more 
BURTON, nothing could equal the depres-| rude, his language was more ruffianly, 


oo eta ok et od a eee 


sion and despondency of the party. The|and his assertions were less regardful of 


only signs of life that the crest-fallen 
creatures exhibited, was made apparent by 
a most dolorous entreaty to wait a while, | 
as reform was now at hand; that it was 
“useless to proceed of themselves ; that it | 
was better to wait awhile to see what was | 


reason, than heretofore, if possible. No 
one escaped his vulgar taunts; but, in- 
deed, no one now regards them ; he is at 
length justly estimated. Perhaps nothing 
disgraces the College more than its having 
so long submitted to the shameless impu- 


in store.” This prayer, whined forth so| dence and indecent vulgarity of this very 
piteously, was willingly conceded by the common-place genius, whose only power 
reformers, from the were feeling of charity ilies in his capability of flinging dirt. Cer- 
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taifily no other society of professional 
gentlemen could have endured him for a 
moment. 
But their triumph was of short dura- 
tion: the course of anti-reform, like true 
love, did not run smooth. The Welling- | 
ton government was broken up, and with | 
it fell the last hope of corporation mono- 
poly and intrigue. A new system of tac- 
tique is required, and forthwith these ver- 
satile quacks, these political weathercocks, 
belie all their former sentiments, their 
former words, their former deeds, and be- 
come reformers,—and reform is now no 
longer the hideous monster that it was. 
The “spirit of the age” is admitted to have 
an existence, and everything is resorted to 
that affords the shadow of a hope of put- 
ting off the fatal day, and preserving to 
these worthies their monopoly and patron- 
age, the emoluments of practice and 
teaching, and the system which has tend- 
ed for years to the beggary of the profes- 
sion, and the crushing of talent and ho- 
nourable exertion. But reform is to com- 
mence from within. Hence their sham 
concours, hence Mr. Cusacx's committee. 
Thus do these creatures hope, by the sup- 
posed influence of Mr. Corres with the 
Irish attorney-general, to escape the day 
of retribution, and maintain their false 
position. We pass by the high com- 
pliment to Mr. Perrin’s discernment, 
yet we are much mistaken with regard to 
that gentleman's caliber, if he do not see 
through such puny diplomacy. Never did 
juggling friends, however, break the word 
of promise to the hope more fully than 
these suddenly-converted corporators in 
their abortive measures of internal reform. 
But an occasional report of their meetings 
ter suffice to exhibit the character 
personages. 

late meeting, which has been more 

Once alluded to in Tak Lancer, the 
Subject in the list uf notices was the 
reception of a report from the Court of 
Censore. It was proposed to refer this 
to Mr. Cusack’s committee, a committee 
not yet in existence. The absurdity of 
this mode of doing business being re- 
marked by a member, it was permitted to 
lie by till the close of the meeting, when | 
a resolution to that effect was smuggled 
through a thin college. But what was! 
the report? It consisted of a recom- 
mendation from the Court of Censors, 
that the College should grant to them a 
discretionary power of suspending the by- 
law which lays down a definite course of 
study to be pursued previous to examina- 
tion for letters testimonial. They formerly 
possessed this discretionary power, but 
latterly it had ceased, being six years after 





the promulgation of the course of study, 


ll 


this term being one year longer than the 
term of study prescribed. 

Upon what was this recommendation 
grounded? On a letter to the Court, 
from a Mr. Dunn, praying this special 
grace in his favour, and that he would 
undertake to purchase the deficient cer- 
tificates after he had passed. Could any- 
thing place the system in a more ridicu- 
lous point of view? But who is Mr. 
Dunn? He is nephew and apprentice of 
Dr. Jacos, who was his advocate in open 
College. 

The matter being brought on late in the 
day, when the thick-and-thin members 
had withdrawn, it was indignantly scouted 
by the independent members, who referred 
the letter back again to the Court of Cen- 
sors. And now that court bring up the 
recommendation alluded to; that is, Dr. 
Jacos recommends himself (for he is a 
busy member both of the court and the 
committee) to make a special suspension 
of the by-law, so that kis nephew and 
apprentice may get his license by special 
grace, because, as report says, there.is a 
vacancy about to occur in a quarter where 
Dr. J. is supposed to have interest. This 
requires no comment. 

The next point in the summons was to 
dispose of the report from the concours 
committee. Dr. Evansox, by whom the 
report was brought up, wished to be in- 
formed as to the correct mode of proceed- 
ing. A good deal of discussion then en- 
sued as to the mode of doing business, 
during which Mr. Cusack said that the 
College would save themselves a great deal 
of trouble and get rid of the thing alto- 
gether, by some one moving that it should 
lie on the table. 

Dr. Avcock (we believe) presumed that 
the College did not want fo get rid of it. 

Mr. Harrison said that they should be 
guided in such cases by the practice of the 
College, which was, to move that the re- 
port without discussion be received en 
masse. This was due to the author of the 
report, and was the practice of the College. 

Dr. Smatt contended that the report 
had been already received; he denied that 
the practice of the College was that laid 
down by the assistant secretary: the fact 
was, that the College had no custom but 
that of doing whatever three or four in- 
fluential members ordered; and as presi- 
dent he begged to refer to the report of 
the British Association Committee, where 
the assistant secretary had very uncere- 
moniously drawn his pen across a con- 
siderable portion of the report; which, 
thus amended, was submitted.to and 
adopted by the College. The College 
ought now at length to proceed regularly, 
and adopt the manner of doing in business 
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which was practised in all public bodies. 
This advice, however, was too good to be 
followed. 

It was determined that the first para 
graph should be put to the mecting. It 
was carried ; and then Dr. Evanson made 
his speech, advocating the utility of pro- 
bationary lectures, and concluded by 
moving a resolution affirming the first 
paragraph of the report. 

Mr. Censor Porter next addressed the 
chair, and said that he was by no means 
an anti-reformer, nor opposed to the prin 
ciple of these lectures, but he did not 
think they would answer at all; and con- 
cluded by calling the exhibition a raree 
show, and declaring his determination to 
oppose it in every possible way. 

Censor M‘Dowe t was delighted at the 
prospect of any thing that could guide 
his judgment in the election of professors, 
which was often a difficult and always an 
invidious matter. 

Mr. Cusack frequently interrupted the 
discussion, urging his former advice, and 
telling the College that they were Aurry- 
ing on in legislation, and involving them- 
selves in a great deal of unnecessary 
trouble. 

Dr. Smart begged as often to correct 
the error of the secretary: the College 
were not about making an election law at 
all, or about doing any thing hastily. The 
question was how to dispose of the report: 
if adopted by the College, any member 
inight give notice of a by-law to be 
fgunded on that report, which must go 
through the ysual steps; there was no 
hurry at all. 

Mr. Harrison next, in his usual plau- 
sible manner, advocated the principle in 
general terms: it was an admirable thing, 
but he did think the College should make 
a distinction between the scientific and 
practical chairs: the former, such as ana- 
tomy, chemistry, &c., were purely scientific 
aubjects ; but the latter were entirely the 
result of observation and experience. He 


woald go as far as any man in applying} 


the principle to the first, because those 
were demonstrable ; but the College should 
be cautious as to the second: here the 
thing was not so much required; in fact, 
he did not think it would answer at all: 
he thought it requisite in the first; in the 
second he feared that experienced men 
would not come forward. However, he 
would not move upon it; he only threw out 
his remarks as suggestions to the College, 
but he did think that there was a great 
deal of truth in what he had said. 

Mr. Censor Jacos next delivered him- 
self of a most abusive speech. He highly 
approved the exfemporaneous hint of his 
coadjutor, condemned reform and all re- 





formers, insisted that the concours was 4 
bad thing, that it had altogether failed in 
France, that it had driven respeciable ta- 


- lent from all the scientific chairs, that the 


College was altogether wrong in attempt- 
ing to improve the best institution in the 
world (cries of “ Oh! oh!”"), and he would 
insist on it that there was nothing like 
his school. He did not understand the 
anxiety of members in looking so anxi- 
ously after the College school; why not 
reform private schools? Now was the 
time for the College to make a stand to 
protect the school. He would, however, 
concede a part of the question, and con- 
claded, accordingly, by moving an amend- 
ment that the concours should only be 
applied to those chairs which Mr. Harri- 
son had placed under the scientific head. 
He called on the College to support this, 
as it was nothing more than adopting the 
spirit of the report, and the principle in- 
volved. 

Dr. Smatu would pass by in silent 
contempt the personalities of the pre- 
ceding speaker; his coarse insinuations 
were quite beneath his notice ; indeed he 
should not regard anything which came 
from that quarter, and the individual 
would know why, if there yet lurked with- 
in him any of those feelings that ani- 
mated the breast of a gentleman. He 
felt some awkwardness in speaking on the 
question, as it was well known that he 
was opposed to the connexion of an ele- 
mentary school with the College at all. 
He could view nothing as worthy of the 
name of reform that did not go to abolish 
the mode of constitution of the institu- 
tion. It was useless and injurious in its 
present shape, and was evidently 
cause of the disgraceful exhibition 
were too frequent in that room. 
must say that he could not see the 
priety of Mr. Harrison's classificati 
would seem to infer that there was no 
science in medicine and surgery at all. 
Was that the case? But admitting the 
division to be correct, he would submit 
that it ought to lead to an opposite con- 
clusion, for surely a power of adequate 
delivery was more required where there 
was no subject for demonstration. The 
latter might supply what was defective in 
the speech &c. of the lecturer. Again, 
he could not understand why members 
should be so apprehensive that the pro- 
fessors of what had been called “ practi- 
cal” chairs would be so defective in the 
essentials of eloquence and delivery. Had 
they any individual in their eye? The in- 
sinuation about private schools was easily 
answered. The College had no right to 
interfere with them directly; they were 


| private property, but any legislation for 
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the College school would equally affect) think fit. Anill-natured reformer, however, 
them indirectly; they were fully equal, if| calls for a division, and exhibits in glowing 
not superior, to the College school, and/ colours the tender anxiety of Park-street 
would continue to be so. The College and Collegemen for internal reform, for Mr. 
school was the property of the College, , W1L1L14Ms, though supported by the mover 
and the members could make any regula- and seconder of the concours report, is 
tions for it they pleased. He would also left in a minority of six. Thus Mr. Cu- 
a to the amendment as unnecessary, sack, after all his horror of rapid legisla- 
if it merely went to adopt the principle of tion, makes, to all intents and purposes, 
the resolution, as pretended on the oppo- an extemporaneous by-law, moved in a 


site side. 

Dr. Orven briefly opposed the amend- | 
ment. 

Dr. Atcock in an excellent speech tri-| 
rr oper A refuted the gratuitous asser- 
tions of Dr. Jacob, relative to the opera- 
tion of the system on the continent. The, 
resolution was then put and carried. 

Dr. Jacos moved an adjournment ones 
die. 

Dr. Smaut being desirous of giving the| 
os an opportunity of applying the; 
intended improvement to the vacant pro- | 
fessorship of Medical Jurisprudence, would 
move anadjournment to that day fortnight. 

Dr. Jacop was strongly opposed to it. 

Mr. Wittrams, a Park-street professor, 
himself would bring on that question, and 
gave notice of a motion that the Court of 
Censors should not proceed to the election | 
of the vacant professorship, until they | 
were authorized to apply the principle of 
probationary lectures. 

The College then adjourned for a fort- 
night, having previously granted, of course, | 
Mr. Cusack’s committee de omnibus rebus | 
et quibusdam aliis. | 

But we must make short work of the 
business. The adjourned meeting took 
place, and reformer Jacos took care to! 
leave nothing to chance this time ; he had) 
his idons about him, and moved and 
ec his amendment, that the report, 
w work had been received, printed, 

pted in such manner as business 
was never before done, be recommitted ;' 
and that the committee be increased in} 
number, of which of course he was to form 
one, and be instructed to inquire into the| 
operation of the principle in all foreign | 
parts, and report on the same, that is, 
put off the question sine die. College ad- 
journed. But Park-street-reformer- Wit- 
LIAMS’S notice was to be disposedof. This 
was evidently a mere ruse to take the 
matter from the hands of those who were 
in earnest. The College is very conve- 
niently summoned for the King’s birth- 
day. Mr. Witi1aMs brings on his motion; 
Dr. Jacon, as usual, with his chosen band, 
is at his post with his amendment, and 
carries it hollow that the election for the 
vacant professorships goes on as usual, 
but that the Court may call on the candi- 
dates to give probationary lectures, if they 
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thin College by way of amendment. The 
election is to go on as usual; the Park- 
street candidate, Mr. GEoHAGAN, of course 
will be the professor, and thereby afford 
the eloquent and ingenious Mr. Hart 
another remarkable coincidence to descant 
on. Thus in spite of internal reform, pa- 
tronage,and every thing else, will floatin the 
old channel, and the shares in Park-street 
school, by rapid succession of purchasers, 
maintain their value, — for who would not 
give a few hundred pounds for a share in 
Park-street School, when he is certain of 
a professorship in a royal college, and of 
getting his purchase money back again, 


| instead of paying out more, upon his pro- 


motion? And all this by an odd, doubt- 
less, Mr. Hart, a very odd coincidence, 
So odd that it almost deserves a 

in the annals of the Old Bailey. 





SPECIMEN OF AN 


EXAMINATION FOR A MEDICAL 
DEGREE AT DUBLIN. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 


S1r,—Feeling that you are a real friend 
to reform in the medical institutions of 
this country, and as the subject is a 
matter for inquiry in the present Parlia- 


}ment, I take the liberty of submitting for 


your perusal and publication, the follow- 
ing abridged statement of the manner in 
which I was examined on the 20th of June, 
1834, for the degree of “ M. B.” in Trinity 
College Dublin. Ihave the honour to be, 
Sir, your faithful servant, 
Mepicina BAccALAUREUS, 
L.R.C.S.1., Saperintendant of © * © 
Dispeusary, * * ® Ireland. 


No certificate is received from candi- 
dates save those which are issued by the 
exclusives of Trinity College, Dublin, and 
Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital. These docu- 
ments being approved of, the “ Liceat 
Examinari” is granted. This the candi- 
date leaves with Dr. Stokes, Regius Pro- 
fessor of Medicine in the University (who 
is also Professor of Natural History to the 
College), and who afterwards, through the 
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medium. of the Penny Post, summons the 
candidate for examination to attend at the 
hour most convenient to the professors of 
anatomy, chemistry, and botany. Before 
the time appointed, the candidate may 
perhaps receive a second note changing 
the day and hour of his attendance, as was 
my case. The whole proceeding is of a 
very undignified nature. 

I attended at the museum in Trinity 
College, as directed. Dr. Macartney, 
Professor of Anatomy, arrived soon after. 
The other professors came about half an 


hour subsequently. Dr. M. followed me | 


into the museum, and asked at once :— 

“ Pray, Sir, in what year did you attend 
my lectures? "—A. “In the years 1832 and 
1833." 

Dr. M. “ May be so, but I never saw 
you there.” (I have certificates from Dr. 
M. of having “ diligently attended” his 
lectures, as can also be proved from his 
own roll-book.) I was soon called into 
the examination room, which adjoins the 
museum, where Dr. M. proceeded to ex- 


amine me on the structure of the brain! 
I shall only men-!| 


and nervous system. 
tion three questions and his observations 
thereon. 

Dr, M. “ What supports the brain, and 
hinders it from falling into a confused 


mass?"”—A. “ The processes of the dura} 


mater.”— Dr, M. “ Did you never hear of 
anything else ?”—A. “ No, sir.”"—Dr. M. 
“Then, sir, it is evident that you never 
attended my lectures and dissections of 
the brain.” 

He then proceeded to the subject of 
inflammation, and, speaking of leeches, 
1, “ How would you empty 
e containing blood ? At which 


agtrre 


necessary to cup well 

tor?"—A. “ Warm 
sponges, and a sufficiency of glasses, 
chaaged frequently.”— Dr. M. “ One glass 
would be sufficient if it held enough.” 

The tone of voice and urbanity of the 
professor were as little becoming as the 
questions were well selected. Dr. M. re- 
ceives 1400/. per annum for his services. 

Dr. Stoxes followed, and dwelt on dis- 
eases of the nervous system, All his ques- 
tions and answers were written down, and 
he adhered most religiously to the text be- 
fore bim. Iwas not one of the candidates 
examined on the causes of volcanoes, and 
such matters. Dr. S. retire] as soon a3 
he had finished his examination. 

Dr. Barxerxz examined me for half an 
hour on the acids end alkalies, in a man- 
ner worthy of a scientific professor and a 
gentieman. 

Dr, ALtmAN followed in a tone of voice, 
rough, morose, and indistinct. 1 answered 


besides the scariicé 


« 
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him very briefly, and to each answer he 
replied, “ You are guessing, sir.” He did 
not ask me as he asked one candidate, 
“what kind of nuts Joseph's brethren 
carried into the land of Egypt.” Dr. All- 
{man says they were cocoa nuts. 

| I retired after having been kept in about 
‘one hour and a half, and after a little de- 
jlay Dr. Barker told me to attend on Mon- 
| day and I should hear the result of my 
}examination from Dr. Stokes, who was 
the official gentleman of the four. I at- 
tended as directed, when Dr. Stokes in- 
formed me “that the Professors were in a 
{hurry and could not attend to me, but 
that I should hear from him next day.” 
I accordingly waited for two days, but on 
Wednesday the 25th I accidentally met 
Dr. Stokes, who told me he had, quite 
| forgotten me, but desired me to attend at 
the Museum next day at four o'clock. I 
did so, and was kept waiting until half 
past five o’clock, when I was again ex- 
amined for about half an hour, then de- 
sired to withdraw, and again called back, 
when Dr. Macartney in a surly tone, de- 
manded “ what education I had received.” 
I replied “I am a Licentiate of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons in Ireland.” Dr. M. 
“Humph! What lectures do you attend?” 
I enumerated all. Dr. Ailman. “ Did you 
ever attend Botany except at my lec- 
tures?” — A. “ No, sir.”"—Dr. A, “Then 
indeed you could not know Botany.”—It 
should be observed that Dr. Allman is the 
only teacher of Botany recognised in the 
city of Dublin for medical degrees. 

l was now again desired to retire, and 
waited for about a quarter of an hour, 
when the Professors all came out, and 
Dr. Stokes said to me, “ We eamnot 
agree, sir, but I will write you the _ 
Drs. Stokes and Barker then with in 
one direction, and Drs, Macartney and 
Allman in the opposite. 

On Friday the 27th, I called on Dr. 
Stokes, but before I could speak to him 
he exclaimed, “ You are badly used, sir, 
you are very badly used, but it is not my 
fault; call on me this evening at a quarter 
past five o'clock, and I will know some- 
thing decisive.” I did call, when he again 
told me that he could yet say nothing on 
the matter, but would write to me on the 
subject. 

On Saturday the 28th, I again went to 
Dr. Stokes, when he said, “1 will be able 
to tell you something as soon as the senior 
fellows come from the Board, and I will 
now let you thus far behind the scenes. 
Dr. Barker and I have determined what 
course to take. We agree, and wiil certify 
| your competency for the degree; but Drs. 
Macartney and Allman wish to reject you. 
,* the Board must decide; in the mean 
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time attend at the public examination in 
Latin, and dispute for the degree.” I 
thanked Dr. Stokes and took my leave. 

A few days after this I called on Dr. 
Allman and told him that I wished him to 
read a memorial which I intended to pre- 


sent to the Board, as I had introduced his | 


name into it. He uncivilly refused, and 
further said that such a proceeding was 
useless, as I was rejected; in proof of this 
he produced a slip of paper which he 
stated to be a transcript of the College 
statutes, which declared that unless each 
candidate had a majority in his favour 
“non prevaluerit.” 1 replied, “The de- 
cision of the Board will give me the ma- 
jority. Good morning, sir, you will see 
me at the Latin examination.” 

All the Professors except Linnius Se- 
cundus (Dr. Allman) were at the Latin 
Examination, when twelve candidates 
were present. We were examined to the 
extent of about one hour, when all with- 
drew tothe Museum. After a few minutes 
delay Dr. Stokes asked my Christian 
name, “for,” said he, “ Dr. Macartney has 
volunteered to certify your competency, 
and an appeal to the Board is now unne- 
cessary.” I had the degree conferred on 
me on the 8th of July. I know not what 
altered Dr. Macartney’s opinion. I an- 
swered only one question to him in Latin. 

Let the foregoing facts speak for them- 
selves, 





LETTER OF REMARK 
FROM THE 
CHAPLAIN OF ST. GEORGE'S 
HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Srr,—I last week sent the enclosed com- 


$15 


insertion of the “ Governor's " first letter. 
1 have the honour to remain, Sir, your most 
obedient servant, 
W. AH. Wacker. 
St. George’s Place, Hyde Park-corner, 
July 14, 1835. 


To the Editor of the Medical Gazette. 


Sir, —Although nothing which is not in 
itself degrading can be more unsatisfactory 
than the task of carrying on a controversy 
with an anonymous opponent, yct, as there 
are several remarks in the last letter from 
a “ Governor of St. George’s Hospital,” on 
which I feel myself compelled to make 
some observations, I with much reluc- 
tance once more take up my pen to address 
you on the subject of his communication. 

This, however, will be the last time that 
I shall notice any assertions which your 
anonymous correspondent may advance; I 
therefore take this opportanity of making 
a few remarks on the character of the con. 
troversy which has recently occupied sa 
arge a space in your columns. The 
“ Governor” boasts that he has “ uttered 
no abuse,” that he has “ called no names.” 
Now, whether this is strictly true or not 
matters very little; he has done what is 
far worse than either; he has imputed the 
worst of all motives to a number of gover- 
nors whom he “calls” by the “ name” of 
a “ Clique,”—motives, the true nature of 
)which is exemplified, according to his ac- 
count, by the employment of “ dishonest 

| means” for the purpose of obtaining “ per- 
;sonal ends.” And here I cannot but ob- 
serve in passing, that in accusing me of 
being a leader of this clique, he says in 
his last letter, apparently with the most 
perfect narrefe, that “ he thought he was 
|paying me a compliment.” I have no 
doubt of it, sir, but also that with his opi- 
| nions of the “ Clique,” he “ thought” it 
| was more than an ordinarily bad one. He 


munication as a reply to the final letter}conceives that he has now made out a 
of “A Governor of St. George’s Hospital,” | good case, and with the greatest compla- 
which appeared in your contemporary |cency intimates his intention of laying 
“ The Medical Gazette.” aside that pen which has been so fluently 

The justice, however, of inserting my | employed. As to the question how far he 
reply has been denied me for the reasons | has succeeded, or how far he has failed in 
assigned by the Editor of that Journal | making outa case, I mean not togive any 


in his last number. 
To his objection as to the “ lengthy’ 
character of my communication I trust 


‘direct opinion: thus much, however, I 


so much judge of the “ Governor” in this 


| venture to predict, that the public will net 


all persons who remember the nature of| controversy, by the accuracy of his state- 


the “Governor’s” correspondence, will | ments, as by the manner in which those 
allow its proper weight. If, however, as | statements have been communicated. Sure 
appears in his reasons for rejecting my|I am that no anonymous writer, be his 
communication, he has adopted the opi-| merits in other respects what they may, 
nion entertained by many, that the cha-|can ever command cither respect or con- 
racter of the controversy is not very repu- | fidence, if in concealment he hesitates not 
table, 1 can only observe that this very|in imputing the most dishonourable mo- 
obvious truth ought to have prevented the jtives to his opponents, while he has not 


2L2 


? 
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the moral courage openly to avow himself, 
and defend his ae oe A so doing. 

But to come to the point; I presume 
that I must be contented to put up with 
the Governor’s “ compliment” such as it 
is, and will therefore proceed to the con- 
sideration of the second ‘‘ misstatement,” 
which he seems to think he has so satis- 
factorily disposed of. If I understand 
him rightly, he insinuates that I have been 
guilty of a quibble; for that in voting for 
the amendment of Sir C. E. Smith, I in 
fact advocated the “illegality” of the ap- 
pointment of the Committee. In his at- 


tempt to rid himself of his first misstate- | 


ment, he has become guilty of another— 
that of misrepresenting the object of Sir 
C.E. Smith’s amendment. He hastold you 
that the object of the amendment was 
“that the report of the Committee should 
not be received.” Let the amendment, 
however, speak for itself, and it will tell a 
Very different tale. 
“Resolved that this Court do adjourn the 


It is as follows:—| 
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cannot conceive now, any more than I 
could at the time when I seconded it, 
| why, according to the earnest recommen- 
dation of the noble Chairman on that oc- 
casion, it should not have been unani- 
mously adopted. 

| The existence of the third “ misstate- 
|ment” appears to be fully admitted by 
your anonymous correspondent; while at 
' the same time, with a species of ingenuity 
I presume peculiar to him, he attempts to 
, turn the tables on me. In reply to his sar- 
casm I have only to observe, that in no- 
ticing his inaccuracy I never questioned 
his ignorance on the subject. The object 
was simply to show, that this gentleman, 
be he who he may, was bold in making 
assertions, the truth of which he was in 
no way prepared to establish. I was as 
ignorant of the law in question as the 
|“ Governor” himself, until some matter 
| relating to the pupils having been discuss- 
ed at the Weekly Board, 1 was induced to 


| examine under what law the physicians 


consideration of this question, and that it | and surgeons were placed in this respect. 
be recommended to the Weekly Board to| If blame attaches any where, it is surely 
summon a special Court to take into con-| not to me, but to those only who, know- 
sideration the propriety of referring the | ing they were placed under certain laws, 


PROPOSED RULES to a select Committee.” 
Thus then, sir, it appears that the object 
of this amendment was nof to prevent the 
possibility of the “report of the Commit- 
pi from being received "’—it was not “ to 

troy the labour of months by a coup- 
de-main;” but to refer that report to a 
select Committee, chosen to the satisfac- 


tion of all parties. For this I voted, being | 


convinced that of all measures that could 


be proposed, it was most likely to be pro- | 
ductive of peace, and effect an amicable | 


adjustment of the proposed alterations. 
Since the discussion of the amendment 
in question, I have found that the measure 
contemplated therein is fully justified by 
the practice of the Board on a former 
oceasion. A Committee was appointed on 
the llth of November, 1829, “to investi- 
gate the internal administration of the 
hospital.” This Committee afterwards 
presented a long report of alterations pro- 
posed to be made in the Jaws for the offi- 
cers. A special Court was summoned for 
the Ist of January 1830, to consider this 
report. The result was that this Court 
appointed another Committee, to which 
“the whole of the resolutions proposed by 


the former Committee were referred :” the | 
only difference between this and the case | 


in question is this; that in the latter the 
Committee would have been appointed 
jn_a much more constitutional manner. 
Viewing then this amendment when 
cleared from the effects of the misrepre- 
sentation, whereby the “ Governor” has, 


I trust, unintentionally disgueed it; I 


| have never thought it worth their while 
| to inquire what those laws were; other- 
wise, ignorance of the law in question could 
| not so readily be pleaded. 

As your anonymous correspondent seems 
to challenge an inquiry into his inaccura- 
cies, I cannot refrain from noticing a very 
|singular one, which may, perhaps, be 
termed a simple misrepresentation rather 
‘than a perverse misstatement. By way 
of further illustrating the impartiality of 
the medical officers, he adverts to the law 
| restricting the age of the physicians and 
surgeons to sixty-five years, a restriction 
which had never before existed. IT intend 
not for a moment to call in question the 
impartiality of these gentlemen ; but how 
this illustration can help to establish it, I 
am perfectly unable to comprehend. The 
proposed restriction either originated with 
the medical officers, or it did not. If it 
did not, | see not what merit can be claim- 
ed for them on that account. Mf it did, its 
operation is strongly—no doubt properly 
—but most assuredly not impartially, pro- 
vided against by a declaration that the 
law in question shall “ not affect the pre- 
sent physicians or present surgeons.” 

It not being my intention to trouble you 
any more on this subject, I will avail my- 
self of the present opportunity of remark- 
ing on a note of your own which I find 
annexed to my last communication. When 
I expressed my regret that your columns 
should have been open to er-parle state- 
ments, I never intended to convey an idea 
that you had not done full justice to the 
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parties attached, as far as'you could do soby | violating every feeling of propriety and 
a willing insertion of their rejoinders. But delicacy towards Mr, Fuller, could he have 


this I conceive to be only a demand of com- 
mon justice, with which no respectable 
journalist who had allowed his publication 


| done so—for it was on the very day that 


Mr. Bagshawe was elected a Governor, and 
at the Special General Court (at which Mr. 


tobe made the instrument of attack on any | Bagshawe was present), that Mr. Fuller 


party, would refuse compliance. 
plained not of this, and had you allowed 
your own maxim “ Audi alteram partem”™ 


to have its proper effect on this occasion, | 
—had you suspended your judgment until | 


you had heard both sides of the question, 
whatever your verdict might then have 
been, you would never have received one 
syllable of complaint from me. The letter 
of your anonymous correspondent, before 
it had been met by any reply, was cer- 
tainly an ex-parte statement, and it is 
here, sir, that I feel there is sufficient 
ground for remonstrance. | find, not only 
on the publication of the “ Governor's” 

letter, the “ Editor of the Gazette,” 

ing the attention of his readers to it, as 
being a production on which “ all com- 
ment would be superfluous,” but even the 
week before its publication giving notice 
of its appearance in terms that cannot be 
misunderstood. But of this I shall say no 
more, nor press the inference which seems 
necessarily to follow. What I have said 
may possibly be met by an expression of 
“ thorough indifference and contempt.” 
Nevertheless I make these remarks with- 
out fear; at the same time I trust, that 
the “strain in which they are couched,” 
is neither unbecoming the occasion which 
has called them forth, nor the character of 
the person wlio has made them. I now 
leave them in other hands to determine 


how far they are founded in justice and in | 


truth. I have the honour to remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. H. Waker, 
Chaplain of Si. George's Hospital. 


July 7, 1835, 





LETTER 
RESPECTING THE FABRICATIONS OF 
A SCRIBE AT ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


_- 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Srr,— May I beg the favour of 


taped in- 
sertion of the following remarks in refu- 


of the misstatements in a 

A Governor of St. George’s 
ublished in the Medical 
h June. 

lace, sir, it is not true as 

, that Mr. Bagshaw ever 
intment of a Committee 

aws, nor, indeed, without 


tation of 
letter sign 
Hospital,” and 
Gazette of the 
In the 
therein sta 
moved the ap 
to revise the 





I com-j|is stated to have proposed the appoint- 


ment of a Committee for this purpose, 
though fully aware at the time that the 
meeting was not competent to entertain 
it. This will, sir, illustrate the “Gover- 
nor’s” regard for truth, when he asserts 
that “Mr, Bagshawe and Mr. Fuller sepa- 
rately and unacquainted with each other's 
purpose, moved for the appointment of 
a Committee to take into consideration 
the revision of the laws.” It was, sir, at 
this Court that Mr. Bagshawe, in conse- 
quence of some observations from a Go- 
vernor, said that he would not deny that 
he became a Governor to serve the inte- 
rests of his relative Mr. Palmer; and that 
with regard to the appointment of a second 
Assistant-Surgeon, then under discussion, 
he considered the medical officers the onl 
proper persons to decide what appoint~- 
ments of this kind were necessary; that 
the hospital was “blest” in having such 
officers, and that the Governors ought at 
once to accede to their desire. It has been 
stated by one of the Committee, that the 
only reason why Mr. Bagshawe was placed 
on the Committee, was the Secre "s 
pointing out the necessity of having 
assistance of a gentleman of the legal 
profession, and from his publicly expressed 
sentiments you will not be surprised, sir, 
that Mr. Bagshawe should have been the 
one selected as pre-eminently qualified for 
the purpose. The “Governor” makes it 
a matter of grave accusation against the 
“minority,” that they did not oppose Mr. 
Fuller’s first proposition for a Committee, 
at the Special General Court, yet in the 
same paragraph he states that this propo- 
sition was met by a declaration that the 
Court was not competent to entertain it; 
consequently even had it been objection- 
able to the “minority,” which it was not, 
they had no opportunity of opposing it; 
but the fact was, that it was highly objec- 
tionable to the medical officers, as it em- 
braced the postponement of the consider 
ation of the appointment of a 
assistant surgeon, unti] the laws were fe- 
vised, and met with very little favour 
from them. The “Governor” goes on to 
say that in consequence of this objection, 
Mr. Fuller “ withdrew his proposition, 
and reintroduced it in the usual manner 
at the Weekly Board,” leaving it to be 
inferred, that it was reintroduced at the 
next Weekly Board, and that such was 
the usual manner of p ing ; but, sir, it 
was not brought forward in any way uatil 
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some months after; and in matters ofjinfluence, or the consideration of party 
great importance, the “ usual manner ” is | interests, and that any information requir- 
to call a Special Court, giving notice to} ed could have been as easily obtained as it 
the general body of the Governors; and I was then, by an examination of the medi- 
would ask, was not the establishing a new | cal officers oy other persons competent to 
code of laws for the future government of | afford it. 
the hospital of paramount importance?| Had the Committee been ‘thus consti- 
Again with the like disregard of truth, he | tuted, it is insisted that the hospital could 
says “that it was first proposed at a large|never have been disgraced by the propo- 
General Court, that from this it was re-|sal’of such a law as clause 11, page 7, to 
ferred toa Weekly Board.” Now, sir, when exclude from its wards governors who 
he penned this, he must have been aware | might happen to be medical practitioners, 
that he was stating what was not true;/and who had not paid the fee of fifty 
the proposition was not referred to a|guineas as perpetual pupils. The Gover- 
Weekly Board, but was brought forward | nors would also have been spared the insult 
by Mr. Fuller at a Weekly Board some | offered to them in the next clause but one, 
months after, without any previous inti- | No. 13, which proposed that a weekly 
mation havinvg been given of such inten- | board, consisting of five persons only, 
tion, excepting to the medical officers, and|should have the power of dismissing a 
it was deferred until within ten minutes Governor for what they might choose to 
before two o'clock, after more than one | term “ misconduct.’ Had these two clauses 
half of the Governors who had constituted been suffered to pass into law, then, I com- 
the Weekly Board had retired ; and when tend, would the hospital have becom 
there were in fact only eight persons at/all intents and purposes the private pro- 
the board-room table, two of whom did|perty of the medical officers. I would 2 
oppose it in every way they could, both as|of any reasonable and impartial 7, 
to the number of the Committee, and as/| not only whether this does not aby, 
to its being constituted of so large a por-| prove that the objections to a 
tion of officers of the hospital, and all) which could be induced to 
were able to obtain was the addition iniquitous laws were reasona 
of Mr. Boodle’s name, but every other|per, but whether with those 
—— and objection of theirs was | regard for the interests of the 
ly disregarded. The Weekly Board, | were not imperatively called 
says “the Governor,” “is not a close but} From “a glance at the 1 
an open Court, and every Governor that; Committee,” even if I hada 
pleases may attend and speak and give his of their labours to guide my 
vote when he likes and as he chooses,” and | should nof have been satisfi« 
he asks “ Is that a packed body?” Now the|selection; and even “the pry 
Governor is perfectly aware that at least) placing the treasurer on the Ce 
four-fifths of the Weekly Board is com-|if he sanctioned the law empower} 
ue of the medical officers and their] Weekly Board of nine persons to aut, 
iends and adherents, and although cer-|the sale of the whole of the stocks aS 
























tainly in form an open board, yet if any 
Governor there express views not in ac- 
cordance with those of the medical officers, 
he lays himself open to rudeness and in- 
sult, and to such slanderous attacks as 
those of the person signing himself “A 
Governor” in the Medical Gazette, of 
which journal one of the medical officers 
is a proprietor, and has been, if he is not 
at this moment, the Editor. 





It is at a special court alone, that a go- 
vernor has any chance of being attended 


funds of the hospital, may now, I think, be~ 
very fairly questioned ; and I do nothesi- 
tate to deny the necessity of having the 
services of fwo of the visiting apotheca- 
ries. Mr. Fuller was surely competent 
watch over the interests of that important 
office, but the Committee, it appears, 
thought otherwise, and, on the demise of 
Mr. Andrews, appointed his successor on 
the Committee, though not authorized to 
do so by the power which appointed them. 
Now, sir, let us examine into the alte- 


to, as several influential gentlemen, whose | rations in two of the laws as proposed by 
opinion the medical officers do not think | the Committee, which the Governor is dis- 
it advisable to disregard, from time to| posed to take so much credit for; the first, 
time attend these larger meetings. Itwas|to quote his own words, is, “ Formerly 
contended by the “ minority,” that a|the physicians had the powdllot admitting 
special court ought to have been sum-| pupils without any reference to the Week- 
moned for the purpose of appointing a/ly Board; now such admission can only 
committee consisting (as was the case take place through its medium and with 
when Mr. Sleigh brought charges against| its sanction;” but the faci sir, is, that 
the hospital) of gentlemen accustomed to; such has been the law ever since 1817, 
legislate, and beyond the reach of party|although the physicians have not thought 
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necessary to observe it, and the Weekly | stand why even a “ minority” may carry™ 
Board is too deferential to enforce it.| weight with it, and am no longer at @ 
Again, the Governor states, that “ For-| loss to account for the vituperation of the 
merly the physician and surgeons might | “ Governor,” or the rancorous hostility of 
remain attached to the institution to any | the medical officers and their dependants. 
age which nature might permit.” Now no| It would have been better evidence of 
physician and no surgeon can continue on} the honest intentions, the pure motives, 
the hospital staff beyond the age of 65.!and the exclusive disinterestedness, arro- 
The Governor has merely omitted this| gated to the medical officers by the Go- 
trifling proviso, “ But this law shall not|vernor, had he been able to direct atten- 
affect the present physicians or the sur-|tion to one liberal measure proposed by 
geons.” These two laws, be it remem-| them, one single privilege relinquished by 
bered, are paraded as incontrovertible | them for the benefit of the institution, or 
evidence “ that the medical influence has|the smallest indication on their parts to 
not been exercised for the selfish ends of | afford more facilities for instruction to the 
the medical officers,” and far be it from me | pupils, or to devote more time to the un- 
to deprive them of any of their merits. | fortunate inmates of the hospital, instead 
Then, sir, in reference to the alleged | pf occupying his rps Ne et whe nat 
publicity given to the laws by the Com-| mye 2 gy eer hdd at 
ichte. 1 ptate th thority of f shall further take leave to suggest that the 
hag rw » On Bie authorhy OF one of) pointing out any one alteration or amend- 
ts members, that it was only in conse- Ming . dby tl ~atyled 
e of their not being able to decipher | ™°"* the lnwe proposed by Sie o-styes: 
eenc 4 s I minority, by which it could in fairness 
Mr. Bagshawe's manuscript, that he was }, oT that t¢ was dictated. br seit? 
Nested to have a rough draft of them °°, S#@ that It was dictated by party 
5. dnd that there were no more than |*Pitit, or brought forward by selfish or 
. lds taken: 60 thet allowing one interested views, would be much more con- 
he esdiabers of the Committee | clusive than the groundless assertions, and 
=o oe ; | the unworthy imputations,in which he has 
‘ch of the medical officers, 1! 50 rofasely infuleell 
‘ Governor how many there | See ror ee 
‘istribution. To Mr. Bag-| | trust that those gentlemen who have 
any merit due on that| devoted so much time and attentionto the 
entleman sent them by his} discussion of the laws, and who, consider- 
tout the authority of the | ing the obstacles and the powerful and 
en after the present revised | interested opposition with which they have 
ited, and when a special | had to contend, have already achieved so 
m convened to take them} much, will not be deterred: from their 
ition, the greater portion of manly and straight-forward course, nor be 
wes received their copy, with | induced to relax in their efforts to obtain 
summons, only three days be-! good and proper laws for the future 
folding of the special Court, and | management of St. George's Hospital. 
as toa great many the first intima- 
of a Committee having been appoint- 
ed forany such purpose. Moreover seve- 
ral Governors, residing within two miles 
of the hospital, did not receive a copy at 
all. So much for the boasted publicity and July 15th, 1835. 
studied fairness of the proceedings of the 
Committee. = = 


I have, sir, vainly endeavoured on any Carnsonare or Sopa.— Cavtion.—A large 
good grounds to account for the animosity quantity of this article is now under offer for sale, 
and ill feeling of the medical officers and} jn the form of powder, which consists of nothing 
the Committee towards those Governers | cise than the desiccated subcarbonate of soda,— 
who conscientiously oppose any of the | the same that is sold for the purposes of washing. 
laws they deem olyectionable. Ifthey are | The taste is slightly caustic. The fraud may be de- 
framed, as they ought to be, for no other | tected by disengaging the carbonic acid, and deter- 

ur than to benefit the institution it-| mining the relative quantity which ought to be 
mene medical science, and to pro- | contained in the pure carbonate; or a more certain 
tect the interests of the patients and the | means of avoiding impositien is that of porchasing 
pupils, the motives of any interested party the carbonate in the form of crystal, which, when 
will not avail; but if, on the contrary, it the aie “ fully charged with a <r non > 
shoulda that they are calculated only | op*ke scaly appearance, very much resembling 
to oiguaa tie sae aie and intereste spiculse of white coral. 
of the medical officers, and perpetuate the 
existing abuses, then, sir, I can under- 































I am, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A GoveRNoR OF 
Sr. Georcu’s Hospirat. 








————— 








518 REPLY TO THE FABRICATIONS OF A SCRIBE 


some months after; and in matters of 
great importance, the “ usual manner ” is 
to call a Special Court, giving notice to 
the general body of the Governors; and I 
would ask, was not the establishing a new 
code of laws for the future government of 
the hospital of mount importance? 
Again with the like disregard of truth, he 
says “that it was first proposed at a large 
General Court, that from this it was re- 
ferred toa Weekly Board.” Now, sir, when | 





influence, or the consideration of party 
interests, and that any information requir- 
ed could have been as easily obtained as it 
was then, by an examination of the medi- 
cal officers or other persons competent to 
afford it. 

Had the Committee been ‘thus consti- 
tuted, it is insisted that the hospital could 
never have been disgraced by the propo- 
sal‘of such a law as clause 11, page 7, to 
exclude from its ‘wards governors who 


he penned this, he must have been aware | might happen to be medical practitioners, 
that he was stating what was not true;/and who had not paid the fee of fifty 
the proposition was not referred to aj guineas as perpetual pupils. The Gover- 
Weekly Board, but was brought forward | nors would also have been spared the insult 
by Mr. Fuller at a Weekly Board some | offered to them in the next clause but one, 
months after, without any previous inti-| No. 13, which proposed that a weekly 
mation having been given of such inten-| board, consisting of five persons only, 
tion, excepting to the medical officers, and | should have the power of dismissing a 
it was deferred until within ten minutes Governor for what they might choose to 
before two o'clock, after more than one! term “ misconduet.’’ Had these two clauses 
half of the Governors who had constituted | been suffered to pass into law, then, I c 
the Weekly Board had retired ; and when tend, would the hospital have become 
there were in fact only eight persons at/all intents and purposes the private pro- 
the board-room table, two of whom did | perty of the medical officers. I would ask 
oppose it in every way they could, both as|of any reasonable and impartial person, 
to the number of the Committee, and as| not only whether this does not abundantly 
to its being constituted of so large a por-| prove that the objections to a Committee 
tion of officers of the hospital, and all| which could be induced to propose such 
were able to obtain was the addition iniquitous laws were reasonable and pro- 
of Mr. Boodle’s name, but every other/per, but whether with those who had any 
te and objection of theirs was| regard for the interests of the charity, they 
y disregarded. The Weekly Board, | were not imperatively called for. 
says “the Governor,” “is not a close but; From “a glance at the names of the 
an open Court, and every Governor that; Committee,” even if I had not the result 
pleases may attend and speak and give his | of their labours to guide my judgment, I 


vote when he likes and as he chooses,” and 
he asks “ Is that a packed body?” Now the 
Governor is perfectly aware that at lcast 
four-fifths of the Weekly Board is com- 
ma of the medical officers and their 

iends and adherents, and although cer- 
tainly in form an open board, yet if any 
Governor there express views not in ac- 
cordance with those of the medical officers, 
he lays himself open to rudeness and in- 
sult, and to such slanderous attacks as 
those of the person signing himself “A 
Governor” in the Medical Gazette, of 
which journal one of the medical officers 
is a proprietor, and has been, if he is not 
at this moment, the Editor. 


should not have been satisfied with the 
selection; and even “the propriety of 
placing the treasurer on the Committee, 
if he sanctioned the law empowering the 
Weekly Board of nine persons to authorize 
the sale of the whole of the stocks and 
funds of the hospital, may now, I think, be 
very fairly questioned ; and I do nothesi- 
tate to deny the necessity of having the 
services of two of the visiting a eca- 
ries. Mr. Fuller was surely competent © 
watch over the interests of that important 
office, but the Committee, it appears, 
thought otherwise, and, on the demise of 
Mr. Andrews, appointed his successor on 
the Committee, though not authorized to 





It is at a special court alone, that a go- 
vernor has any chance of being attended 


do so by the power which appointed them. 
Now, sir, let us examine into the alte- 


to, as several influential gentlemen, whose | rations in two of the laws as proposed by 
opinion the medical officers do not think | the Committee, which the Governor is dis- 
it advisable to disregard, from time to! posed to take so much credit for; the first, 
time attend these larger meetings. It was to quote his own words, is, “ Formerly 
contended by the “ minority,” that a| the physicians had the power admitting 
special court ought to have been sum-| pupils without any reference to the Week- 
moned for the purpose of appointing a|ly Board; now such admission can only 
committee consisting (as was the case|take place through its medium and with 
when Mr. Sleigh brought charges against|its sanction;” but the fac® sir, is, that 
the hospital) of gentlemen accustomed to|such has been the law ever since 1817, 
legislate, and beyond the reach of party| although the physicians have not thought 
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AT ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL.—CAUTION. 


n to observe it, and the Weekly 
Board is too deferential to enforce it. 
Again, the Governor states, that “ For- 
merly the physician and surgeons might 
remain attached to the institution to any 
age which nature might permit.” Now no 
physician and no surgeon can continue on 
the hospital staff beyond the age of 65. 
The Governor has merely omitted this 
trifling proviso, “ But this law shall not 
affect the present physicians or the sur- 
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stand why even a “ minority” may carry 
weight with it, and am no longer at a 
loss to account for the vituperation of the 
“ Governor,” or the rancorous hostility of 
the medical officers and their dependants. 
It would have been better evidence of 
the honest intentions, the pure motives, 
and the exclusive disinterestedness, arro- 
gated to the medical officers by the Go- 
vernor, had he been able to direct atten- 
tion to one liberal measure proposed by 





geons.”” These two laws, be it remem-| them, one single privilege relinquished by 
bered, are paraded as- incontrovertible them for the benefit of the institution, or 
evidence “ that the medical influence has} the smallest indication on their parts to 
not been exercised for the selfish ends of | afford more facilities for instruction to the 
the medical officers,” and far be it fron me pupils, or to devote more time to the un- 
to deprive them of any of their merits. fortunate inmates of the hospital, instead 
— | of occupying his letter with so many irre- 
publicity imide up tows by the Oe jlevant topics, and attempts at wit; and I 
mittee, 1 state, on the authority of ‘ene of | shall further take leave to suggest that the 
its fined that it was only in conse. | P°!%ting out any one alteration or amend- 
quence of their not being able to decipher | ment in the laws proposed by he pit inte 
Mr. Bagshawe's manuscript, that he was minority, by which it could in fairness 
requested to have a rough draft of them be anit thet vlby Longe A pany 
printed, and that there were no more than apes, 66 Ceetans eee we Be ot 
swenté cll isu iedt'en ‘Chat eowing one interested views, would be much more con- 
to aie om widinbare of the Soenieinnen | clusive than the groundless assertions, and 
ssi Cais to dads 68 the ehediea) e@icera | the unworthy imputations,in which he has 
» | lw i 
beg to ask the Governor how many there 20 profusely indulged, 


remained for distribution. To Mr. Bag- I trust that those gentlemen who have 


shawe alone is any merit due on that| devoted so much time and attention'to the 
score, for that gentleman sent them by his} discussion of the laws, and who, consider- 
own clerk, without the authority of the| ing the obstacles and the powerful and 


Committee. Even after the present revised | interested opposition with which they have 
copy Was printed, and when a special had to contend, have already achieved so 


Court had been convened to take them 
into consideration, the greater portion of 
the Governors received their copy, with 
the usual summons, only three days be- 
fore the holding of the special Court, and 
this was toa great many the first intima- 
tion of a Committee having been appoint- 
ed forany such purpose. Moreover seve- 
ral Governors, residing within two miles 
of the hospital, did not receive a copy at 
all. So much for the boasted publicity and 
studied fairness of the proceedings of the 
Committee. 


I have, sir, vainly endeavoured on any 
good grounds to account for the animosity 
and ill feeling of the medical officers and 
the Committee towards those Governers 
who conscientiously oppose any of the 
laws they deem objectionable. Ifthey are 
framed, as they ought to be, for no other 
purpose than to benefit the institution it- 
self, promote medical science, and to pro- 
tect the interests of the patients and the 
pupils, the motives of any interested party 
will not avail; but if, on the contrary, it 
should appear that they are calculated only 
to advance the selfish views and interests 
of the medical officers, and perpetuate the 
existing abuses, then, sir, 1 can under- 


;much, will not be deterred from their 
manly and straight-forward course, nor be 
induced to relax in their efforts to obtain 
good and proper laws for the future 
| management of St. George's Hospital. 
I am, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A GoveRNoR OF 
Sr. Georcu’s Hosrirat. 


July 15th, 1835. 





Cansonare or Sopa.— Cavtrion.—A large 
quantity of this article is now under offer for sale, 
in the form of powder, which consists of mothing 
else than the desiccated subcarbonate of soda,— 
the same that is sold for the purposes of washing. 
The taste is slightly caustic. The frand may be de- 
tected by disengaging the carbonic acid, and deter- 
mining the relative quantity which ought to be 
contained in the pure carbonate; or a more certain 
means of avoiding impositien is that of purchasing 
the carbonate in the form of crystal, which, when 
the soda is fully charged with carbonic acid, has an 
opake scaly appearance, very much resembling the 
spicule of white coral. 


————— 








MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS OF THE POOR-LAW 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, July 18, 1835. 
——_——— 

Comptainrs of a very urgent and dis- 
tressing character continue to reach us 
from medical practitioners in the country, 
relative to the system of farming the sick 
poor which has been carried into opera- 
tioc under the sanction of the Poor-law 
Commissioners. The subject is one of vast 
importance; but, unfortunately, it admits 
of no immediate remedy, unless medical 
men unite as one body, and are actuated 
by one spirit, for their own and for the 
public protection. In the House of Com- 
mons we do not expect that anything will 


be done to prevent a continuance of the | 


evil, as it is evident that the Poor-law 
Amendment Act is supported as the most 
favourite of all parliamentary measures, 
by the great majority of that assembly. 
The day, however, will yet come when 
the language of those members will un- 
dergo an important change, even if their 


feelings should remain fixed in a deter- | 


mination to oppress and degrade the la- 
bonrer, and render him dependent for his 
support on the caprice and mercy of the 
aggrandizing holders of the soil. 

As the subject of the treatment of the 
sick poor under the present contract sys- 
tem is sure to undergo discussion at an 
early period, we earnestly entreat that 
our correspondents, instead of declaiming 
merely against the scheme, will communi- 
cate to us statements of facts explanatory, 
of course, of the number of the population 
contracted for; of the extent of surface 
over which the poor are located; whether 
the contract is made with a resident prac- 
titioner, or whether a person has been 
brought from a distance to act as the hired 
tool of the commissioners; and at what 
sum per head the poor are to be provided 
annually with medicines and attendance. 


At the same time it would afford us satis- 
faction (because such information would 
be highly useful) if a few remarks were 
thrown in, illustrative of the general ope- 
ration of the Poor-law Amendment Act, 
| and whether its provisions are as satisfac- 
tory to the labouring population as they 
have hitherto proved to be to the sup- 
porters of that measure in Parliament. 

When the Report of the Medical Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons is laid 
on the table of that House, we trust that 
it will contain a strong denunciation of 
the contract system in the treatment of the 
sick poor; or, at any rate, that it will re- 
commend a minimum of payment, below 
which it shal] not be legal for the contract- 
| ing parties to descend in the scale of re- 
muneration. Without some such provi- 
| sion, the sick poor of the country will be 
placed at the mercy of a set of needy and 
reckless adventurers, who, as in several 
instances which we could now name, by 
availing themselves of the cruel and 
thoughtless proposals of the Poor-Law 
| Commissioners, will be content to obtain 
a degraded livelihood, at the sacrifice of 
| the health, the happiness, and the lives 

of their fellow-creatures. Unfortunately 
{such men cannot be deterred from actively 
pursuing acourse of iniquity, because they 
| are lost to every feeling of public and 
| professional shame. 

The Poor-Law Commissioners, knowing 
how strongly the bill was opposed in Par- 
liament, are anxious necessarily, to prove 
the efficiency of that measure, and of their 
own commission, by reducing in every 
parish the poor’s-rates to the lowest possible 
amount. If we were a nation of greedy 
or covetous political economists, the suc- 
cess of the measure and of their exertions 
might be estimated in the exact ratio of a 
reduction in the sums which are to be con- 
tributed to the poor’s fund. But as human 
comfort and happiness are to be taken into 
the account, we know that the great mass 
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of the community,—in other words the hu- |repeat that such an opportunity of doing 
mane portion of the people,—willreject with | good ought not to be neglected. The 
contempt and scorn any attempt to calculate | medical gentlemen of Reading and its 
the success of a measure which was avow- | neighbourhood have already exerted them- 
edly enacted to improve the condition of | selves with energy and effect, and a peti- 
the poor, by an odious reference to a say- | tion from them to the House of Commons 
ing of pence. is already in the hands of Mr. Patmer, 
| the member for Berkshire. 


—————— 








Tue third anniversary meeting of the 
Provincial Medical Association will take 
place at Oxford, on Thursday next, July the difference between a knight and a 
23rd. Dr. Kipp, Professor of Physic in | baronet is considered at St. George's Hos- 
the University of Oxford, will act as Pre- pital to be so great as to demand especial 
sident on the occasion. A Retrospective | notification on the cards suspended over 
Address, embracing a notice of the most certain beds inthe wards, The name and 
prominent of the medical occurrences of | title of 
the past year, will be delivered on the| “ SIR B. C. BRODIE, BART.” 


occasion by Dr. Prircuarp of Bristol. /®PPear thus fully displayed on those little 


At the termination of these proceedings vehicles of information. We propose that 
the Secretary should add “ Vice-President 


the members of the Association will dine | 

together at the Star Hotel. of the Royal Society, and Sergeant-Sur- 
We will suggest to the members of the | S0" to the King.” 

Association that such an opportunity as This hospital still maintains its charac- 


Ir will amuse our readers to hear that 





will be presented to them on Thursday | ‘*¢? 8 an “ Hospital of Wonders.” An ap- 
next, ought to be embraced for petition-| peal to “ the benevolent public on behalf 
of its funds,” the production of Mr. Futter, 
| was issued from the press on Wednesday 


{ 
last, which contains the following grandi- 


ing Parliament against the operation of| 
the contract-system, as sanctioned by the 
Poor-Law Commissioners, in the medical 
treatment of the population. A petition | 
emanating from the members of the * pital has been replaced by an entirely 
“ Provincial Medical Association of Eng- |“ new building, which, in the judgment of 
land,” would, from its title alone, carry “those best informed on the subject, is 
with it considerable influence in the minds 
not only of a great number of members of 
the House of Commons, but also exercise 


loquent announcement :—“ The old hos- 


“ EQUAL to any, and SUPERIOR to most, IN 
|“ THE WORLD.”—Aye, in THE WORLD, th 
WHOLE WORLD, and in the Moon too, for 


a beneficial influence on those of the mem- 
bers of the executive Government. 

The petition need not consist of more 
than three or four sentences, and it might 
be drawn up and signed on the spot; al- 
though it would be more advantageous, 
probably, if some practitioner who takes 
an interest in the subject would prepare 
a petition previously, and carry it with 
him to the Association in a condition fit 


for the reception of signatures. We again} 


aught that we can deny. Country cousins 
ought tomake an express visit toSt. George's 
to gaze thereon ; and Mr. Burroap should 
instantly paint a panoramaof S1.Grorér’s 
Hospitat, to be ready for exhibition in 
Leicester-square, directly the public are 
tired of viewing “ the famous Temple of 
“ Karnak, which has been for so many 
|“ centuries the wonder and admiration of 
* all beholders.”—“ St. George’s” against 
« Karnak.” —A pine to a gooseberry that 
|“ St. George’s ” draws most money. 
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antimony is too uncertain, on account of 
SULPHATE ‘OF COPPER IN CROUP,| he tolerance for the remedy which some 
| stomachs rapidly acquire: it is difficult to 
Amonest the papers in Kieinert’s Re- administer ipecacuanha to children, and 
pertorium, Vol. 1X, No. 1, is one entitled | jt often produces violent straining ; on ths 
“ Observations on the great Efficacy of| contrary, a small dose of sulphate of cop- 
the Sulphate of Copper in Croup,” ex-| er gives rise to severe vomiting, in a 
tracted from the unpublished papers of rapid manner, and, if we agree with MM. 
Dr. Servo, at Crossen. serlo and Droste, is sufficient to complete 
The great encomiam bestowed 1pon | she cuge of croup without any other aid. 
this remedy in cases of croup, by Dr.) since the year 1825 M. Serlo has em- 
Hoffmann in 1821, since repeated in va- | ployed the sulphate of copper, with leeches 
rious German journals, has induced seve-/to the neck, in between forty and fifty 
ral physicians to give it a very extensive | cases, and assures us he has only lost four 
trial. Forthe last seven years, Dr. Droste) patients amongst that number. How- 
of Osnabruck has employed no other| ever, the same objection lies against these 
remedy, and according to his own ac-/as against the observations reported by 
count (Heidelberg. Klinis. Annalen, No. 2,)M. Droste: many of them were certainly 
1834), he has not since then lost a single! not cases of true croup, under which head 
patient. In the journal just cited, Dr.|the author seems to unite all inflamma- 
ste gives an account of six cases of | tory affections of the larynx and trachea, 
croup treated with the sulphate of copper Thus he says when the inflammation is 
(one to ten grains), leeches, and purgative| pot primarily situate in the larynx and 
lavements; but if we analyze his observa-| trachea, the administration of sulphate of 
tions, we cannot see any reason for admit-| copper does not seem indicated, as was 
ting them all to be cases of croup. In the | proved by the autopsy of two children. 
first only do we find any mention of ®)Six children of the same family wex® 
false membrane, and the others appear to | affected with measles and croupal sy:np- 
belong to the disease which some French|toms, In four the fever, hoarseness, and 
writers call false croup, or “ laryngide} cough, continued ; they were ordered suls 
striduleuse,” where the voice and cough! phate of copper, but it was administered 
resemble very closely the croupal form, | to one only; all died, and two were exam- 
but where no false membrane exists. lined after death: in one the posterior 
Dr. Serlo agrees completely with the | nares were inflamed, and the larynx also; 
author just cited, in his opinion on the jn the second the membrane and cartilagi- 


efficacy of sulphate of copper; he remarks 
that several inflammatory affections, such 
as croup, infantile encephalitis, puerperal 
peritonitis, are incurable with antiphlo- 
gistic treatment alone. Experience has 
sufficiently shown the little trust we can 


nous portion of the septum were inflamed, 
‘and in a state of suppuration, but there was 
no trace of disease in the larynx or trachea. 
| M. Serlo reports nine cases in whieh 
, the disease had lasted for some time when 
)the remedy was employed. The following 


place in blood-letting, leeches, &c., as a! will give some notion of the idea he at- 
means of curing croup; hence a number |taches to the word croup, and of the ac- 
of other remedies have been from time to tion of vomitives in certain affections of 


time recommended, principally calomel 
aud emetics. The supposed action of the 
former in checking the secretion of co- 
agulable lymph from inflamed membranes, 
led to its being given in large quantities 


in croup; but the action of calomel is| 


evidently too slow for the emergency of 
the case, while it produces the most un- 
fortunate consequences when adminis- 
tered in large doses to weakly children. 


the larynx. 


Case 1.—On the 25th of February the 
author was called toa child one year and 
aquarterold. Since the day before, it had 
been hoarse, and to-day had a dry congh, 
with accesses of suffocation towards the 
middle of the day. The child lay asleep, 
the breathing was irregular and_ shart, 
and the pulse irregular and frequent. 
When the little patient was offered some 
drink, he was seized with a hollow sifflant 





As an emetic, the tartrite of potass and jcough, and his voice was hoarse; on in- 
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spiration a rale sifflant was heard; six 
leeches were applied to the neck, and three 
grains of Cupr. Sulph., with six grains 
of sugar, were given immediately after, 
When the action of the vomiting was 
over, halfa grain of Cupr. Sulph. was given 
every two hours. 

March 1, The leeches bled for several 
hours. The vomit was given at eleven 
o'clock on the 28th, and brought on three 
lent fits of vomiting. The smaller doses 
also gave rise to vomiting, followed by an 
easier state of the breathing; however, 
as the hoarseness became worse, and the 
cough more dry, the powder was con- 
tinued. Up to one o'clock in the day the 
child vomited after every dose, and was 
much alleviated; after one o'clock this 
discontinued, and after eight in the even- 
ing the respiration was more difficult, the 
cough less violent, and the pulse very 
quick. Powder repeated, and a blister to 
the neck, 

2. Morning. Vomiting was again pro- 
duced during the night by the powder, 
and towards morning a copious stool ; the 
patient now seemed a little better, but the 
hoarseness and dry cough continued ; pow- 
der repeated. In the evening he took 


from time to time a teaspoonful of Su/ph. 
Stil. Anur., Extract. Hyoscy., aa. gr. i, Aq. 
Flor., Tilia,Syr. Senega, aa. 34. The cough 
now became more soft, the general con- 
dition of the child gradually improved, 


and on the fourth day the patient was 
cured, 

The other cases reported by the author 
bear a general resemblance to the above; 
the children were between one and three 
years old, and took twenty to thirty pow- 
ders, of a quarter of a grain each, before 
the cough gave way; a quarter of a grain 
was administered every two hours as long 
as the cough continued dry and hoarse, 
and the remedy was only discontinued 
when all symptoms had subsided. We 
are far from thinking with the writer, that 
the cases thus treated were examples of 
true croup; however, the remedy seems 
to have been administered with consider- 
able advantage in cases closely resembling 
this formidable disease,—if not in its mor- 
tality and nature, at least in external 
symptoms. 
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CHANGES IN THE VACCINE BOARD. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sir,—You stated, in your last Number, 
that in consequence of a hint from govern- 
ment, the National Vaccine Establishment 
had begun to reform, and that the head of 
the board had written to the working men 
that their salaries would be reduced, while 
he continued to enjoy his own salary as be- 
fore. There can be no doubt but many of 
the vaccinators have been curtailed of part 
of their salaries, that some of the stations 
have been discontinued, and that part of 
the Board have been obliged to fill two 
occupations instead of one. It is not 
therefore to be supposed, in the absence 
of direct evidence, that Sir Henry Hal- 
ford in making this arrangement would 
consent to so partial a distribution of the 
public memory as has been intimated. 
From your situation in the Commons 
House of Parliament, no doubt you are 
acquainted with the particulars of the 
case, and you will oblige the public at 
large therefore, as well as the profession, 
by furnishing them with “the truth and 
nothing but the truth,” so as to enable 
them to judge correctly of Sir Henry. 
Can you state what is the exact sum al- 
lowed by Parliament, what the salaries 
were at the beginning, and what they now 
are? I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 

Aw Ocp Susscariser, 

July 6, 1835. 

*,* Perhaps Mr. Carpue will enable us 
to supply the information requested in the 
foregoing letter.—Eb. L. 





EXAMINATIONS IN CELSUS AT APOTHE- 
CARIES’ HALL. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Srr,—It has been until now generally 
understood, that the classical examination 
of medical students by the Apothecaries’ 
Company, would be made from the first 
and third books of “ Celsus de Medicina,” 
and the first ten chapters of “ Gregory's 
Conspectus Medicine Theoretice.” With 
this understanding I went up for exami- 
nation on Saturday last, when tomy great 
surprise I had an extract given me from 
the second book of Celsus for translation, 
and I was informed by the examiner to 
whom I complained, that he had the liber- 
ty of examining from any part he might 
think fit. Now, Sir, I cannot blame the 
Apothecaries’ Company for extending the 
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examination through f wider range, on 
eng of cage hs 

e res ity of the 
rising ration of medical sea that this 
should be done, but I certainly do blame 
them for not giving proper notice of this 
alteration having been made. I, and I 
believe all the rest who went up on Satur- 
day last, did so under the impression that 
they would only be examined in those 
parts which I have first mentioned. Some 
of them were rejected ; and I ask, whether 
it must not appear harsh and unjust to 
those gentlemen to be rejected for not be- 


justice of the rejections on Saturday, we 
would have the unprepared students pro- 
ceed on the justice of their claims to a 
“re-hearing,” some early day. 





GRIEVANCES OF NAVAL ASSISTANT- 
SURGEONS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sirx,—In the last Number of Tae Lax- 





ing able to translate that which they had} cer, a work which is always friendly to 
every reason to believe would not be the unprotected, I noticed a communi- 
required of them? The Apothecaries’|cation from an assistant-surgeon of the 
Company may have }assed regulations | navy, which unfolds many circumstances 
requiring an examinat/on in the whole of | that are to be deplored as affecting men 
Celsus and Gregory; but if they have|of liberal education and feelings, and 
done so, I can assure them that they were | which ought to be remedied, Your cor- 
unknown to those who went up for exa-| respondent ascribes these evils to the 
mination on Saturday, and are also still] Admiralty, but of the justice of that impu- 
unknown to most of those who intend to tation 1 have my doubts. The present 
t themselves at a future period. Admiralty have been only a short time in 

f such regulations exist, I would advise | office, and I am certain that they know 
the Apothecaries’ Company to make them | nothing of the grievance complained of, 
more generally known, either by an official Let me add that during that short period 
communication through the medium of Lord Auckland has been guided by a rigo- 
the public journals, or by transmitting a rous sense of justice, honour, and human- 
copy of their laws to the several schools of ity, and in order to cherish and animate 
the metropolis. 1 trust, Sir, by your giv- the nursery of our naval officers, an ob- 
ing publicity to this letter, that those ject of national importance, he has sacri- 
gentlemen who are about to present them- ficed much of his personal patronage, by 
selves for examination will be put upon directing that no fresh entries of midship- 
their guard, and I trust also that it may men shall take place, until those who have 
lead the examiners of last Saturday, to been long neglected shall be promoted. 
perceive the justice and propriety of giv- The mode of conducting business *t the 
ing a fresh trial to the gentlemen who Admiralty has been in other respects 
were rejected on that day in their exami-| much improved, as Lord Auckland has 
nation in Celsus. I remain, Sir, yours adopted the just and gentlemanly method 
very truly, of admitting officers to his presence as 
Ong oF THE successrvt they stand on the list, without any refer- 
CANDIDATES. {ence to rank; and what is of much im- 

Bow, July 12, 1835. | portance, and calculated to inspire confi- 
|dence, the applicant finds on admission 

*,* Our correspondent (who has au- that his Lordship has made himself ac- 
thenticated his letter) wishes us to advert quainted with the nature of his claims. 


to the statements contained in the above The assistant-surgeon, in justice to the 
interest of the service and to humanity, 


communication, in some editorial remarks, ought long ago to have been an inmate of 
“with a view to obtain for the rejected the ward-room, but such an arrangement 
candidates another hearing.” Without belongs more to the medical boards than 
entering upon the whole question of ex- to the Admiralty. The assistants, how- 
aminations in Latin at Apothecaries’ Hall, °°" have now reason to hope that they 
" rien er would not be likely to appeal in vain, if 
we do not know that anything useful CaN they respectfully and properly make ap- 
be said on the present occasion. We are plication for a removal of their grievances. 
willing enough, however, to support aj I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient 
prayer from the rejected candidates for a humble servant. 
re-hearing, which the examiners will pro- G ich, Jul A. LJ. 
bably grant when application is made to} somwich, July 2, 1835. 
them to that effect. Putting aside there-| [The correspondent alluded to in the 
fore, for the present, the question of the | @bove letter attached to his communica- 
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FIBRO-CELLULAR TUMOUR.—PURPURA. 


tion the following brief remarks on the! about the size of a hazel nut, and com- 
pay of naval assistant-surgeons, with some | menced its excision by means of two 
concluding ohservations on the subject of | semilunar incisions encircling the disease 
their grievances, but for which we could | and a portion of the contiguous integu- 
not at the time make room. We now,|ment. A few strokes of the knife then 
therefore, take an opportunity of sub-| soon removed the disease, surrounded by 
joining them.) a portion of cellular substance and skin. 

The pay of assistant-surgeons has} After dressing the wound, which required 
been insisted upon as inordinately large| no ligatures, and removing the patient, 
in comparison with that ofothers. It has| Mr. Earle, proceeded to state, that this 
often been remarked to me, when in that| disease was by no means common, and 
rank, what a mighty shame it was that we' that he had never before met with @ 
should receive six and sixpence a-day on similar case, though Baron Dupuytren had 
our first entrance into the service, while | fully described the affection, of which he 
a lieutenant of many years’ standing only appears to have seen many instances. I¢ 
receives the same, and this was held as'commences by small subcutaneous for- 
a remuneration for all the indignities to; mation gradually increasing in size, and 
which we are subjected. But on the other | attended by very severe pain of a lancina- 
hand let me remark that the lieutenant‘ ting nature. On making a section of the 
has been receiving pay from his very child- morbid part, its texture was evident; it 
hood, indeed has been receiving pay for presented a fibrous and cellular strncture, 
learning his profession, while the salary in some places consolidated in small lumps. 
of an assistant-surgeon is in a majority of The baron states that in those cases in 
cases not the adequate interest of the which the disease has been allowed to 
money he has expended on his previous proceed without operation, the tumour 
education, and which he is now losing. in the centre often degenerates into an 

It may be asked, why do young men en- ulcer of a carcinomatous nature. Mr. 
ter the service at all, and having entered Earle explained his reasons for not opera- 
why do they continue? As I have shown ting on a boy for stone to-day. In conse- 
in the above , they are allured by spe- quence of an attack of rubeola, attended by 
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cious appearances, and, whenonceculisted, a great deal of irritability of bladder, and 
generally become so involved in pecuniary even a discharge of pus with the urine, he 
affairs with agents, innkeepers, and tailors, thought it advisable to postpone the opera- 
that they find they have not the means to tion, until the disappearance of these for- 


leave it; for I am sure no young man tuitous circumstances offered a greater 
would willingly continue under such disad- chance of Success. 
van s after six months’ service afloat.; Wouxy o- rae KNEE Jount.—There 


Many give themselves up to bestial dissi- 
pation in order to drown reflection, and 
make them forget what they have been, 
and some have become madmen in conse- 
quence. These enormities have advanced 
to such a crying magnitude, that it is 
high time that they were taken up by the 
profession in general, and that inquiry into 
the facts was instituted. We see, daily, 
bills brought into the House against the 


impressment of sailors and the punishment | 


of soldicrs, while this, probably a worse 


is at present in Baker's ward a very inte- 
resting case, in which the synovial appa- 
ratus of the knee joint has heen wounded 
by a rusty nail, whilst breaking a piece of 
stick under the foot ;—great constitutional 
irritation has been produced, such as 
vomiting, fainting, &c., but these symp- 
toms have all disappeared, under the 
strict antiphlogistic plan of treatment. 
PURPURA. 
Jane Beverley, wxtat. 8, was admitted 


grievance than either, is suffered to exist into Mary's Ward, April 29, under Dr. 
without a word of remark, though to ren- \LATHAM'’s care, presenting the following 
der justice to the parties affected, would appearances :—Skin cool, pale, and sallow ; 


confer a benefit on society, and cost the 
country not one farthing of money. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


PAINFUL FIBRO-CELLULAR TUMOUR 


countenance cachectic; tongue moist; pulse 
1120; bowels open from the effect of medi- 
cine, and the stools of a dark colour; the 
face, neck, and arms, were covered with 
|petechial spots, varying in colour from a 
bright red to purple; some vibices are 
discernible on the neck. 

Her mother states that she has for some 


A stout healthy-looking middle-aged | time been sickly, and subject to headach, 


woman was led into the theatre, and on |that on Tuesday week, 20th April, she 
being secured on the operating table, Mr. | complained more of her head, and the 
Earle exposed a small oval tumour on the | eruption at the same time became evident. 
anterior and middle part of the leg, of }On Friday she presented herself to Dr. 
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Burrows in the out-patient’s room of this! several extensive abrasions. On the dis- 
hospital, who states that the eruption at coloured parts there are a number of 
that period was of a bright scarlet colour, | dark-coloured bulle filled with a bloody 
and that the mucous membrane of the lips, serum. These are most numerous about 
the buck of the tongue, and the roofof the the roots of the fingers and toes, and on 
mouth, were covered with petechia. | the backs of the hands and the feet. ‘here 

30. She was ordered two grains of are numerous petechiw, of a dark-purple 
calomel every alternate night, as also colour, about the chin and left eyelid, and 
small doses of quinine during the day. they spread very much over the upper 
This plan was persevered in until the fol-! parts of the thighs. The thighs down to 
lowing Wednesday, when she haddecidedly the legs are one stain of dark red. He 
improved; the petechie in the mouth occasionally “hawks,” and brings up small 
having altogether disappeared, and the! quantitics of dark-coloured blood. The 
eruptions on the face and extremities pulse could not be distinguished at the 
having very much faded. The remedies wrist, from its extreme weakness, and the 
are to be persevered in. considerable swelling of the part; it was, 

May 4. The petechix on the chest and | however, ascertained, by the stethoscope 
arms have nearly vanished; a few fresh at the heart, to be 120. His bowels are 
spots are, however, observable on the face ;/ open; he has great thirst, but no appetite. 
tongue less pallid; pulse 120, and some-|The extremities are rather cold. A little 
what jerking. The whole aspect of the sonorous rattle is distinguishable at the 
patient is very much improved. | chest. 

20. The eruption is entirely gone, and! Zinc ointment was directed to be applied 
the appearance of the little patient is much | to the abraded parts, and warm fomenta- 
improved, though she still remains pale, | tions to the limbs, to promote the cireula- 
with a rather full abdomen; she is de- tion. To have daily three pints of strong 
formed in her lower extremities, and alto- | beef-tea, three eggs, and white wine ad lili- 
gether her contour is rather that of an| fm, so long as it prodaces no bad effects. 
old woman, than a child of eight years old. | Nitrate and carbonate of h, of each 
—To be sent home. |fifteen grains, every th hours. Dr. 
| ELtioTson remarked, that though he did 
; not place great reliance on this medicine, 
4 : . — | he would give it with a view to produce a 
NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. | change ry the chemical qualities of the 





blood, not however neglecting the es- 


INTENSE PURPURA I EMORRHAGICA, COM- 
PLICATED WITH ERYSIPELAS. 


Samvuet Jones, aged 60, of a stout 


tablished practice, but merely thus adding 


| to it. 
23. Is rather better, having had some 


body, was admitted, June 22nd, under the| sleep in the night, which he passed com- 


care of Dr. Ex.tiorson. He had generally 
enjoyed excellent health, but five years 
ayo suffered from pneumonia, but per- 
fectly recovered from the attack. He lad 
lived very freely, often drinking four or 
five bottles of wine a day. He had lately 
been much reduced in circumstances, and 
unable to procure more than the common 
necessaries of life. About three weeks 
ago he began to feel pain in his limbs and 
languor, and other symptoms of general 
debility. He had also a cough, at first 
dry, but shortly after accompanied with 
expectoration of blood, sometimes florid, 
at others dark; he also evacuated blood 
with his feces; in about a fortnight 
his arms and legs began to swell, and 
he noiiced for the first time the occur- 
rence of a number of dark-purple spots, 
very small, and accompanied with ting- 
ling and heat of the skin; these_ spots 
continued to spread until they formed 
patches of very considerable extent on 
the fore-arm and the back of the hands, as 
well as on the legs and thighs. The ex- 
tremities now are wdematous, and present 


|fortably. The affected parts much the 


same, but the left foot is redder than it 
was yesterday. The feet are quite cold; 
he complains of tingling in the parts; his 
stools are now free from blood, and rather 
ofa light colour; the urine also is free 
from blood, but thick and high-coloured. 

24. Passed a restless night up to two 
o'clock a.m., when he expressed a wish to 
get out of bed to go to the night-chair, 
which he carried into effect in spite of 
the remonstrances of the nurse. He had 
just enough strength to raise himsclf in 
bed, but died as soon as he was placed on 
the chair. 

Sectio Cadaveris.—The purple stain did 
not extend beyond the skin. The vascular 
parts of the brain were rather paler than 
usual. A small quantity of pale yellow 
fluid was contained in the ventricles. On 
opening the chest, the pleure costales 
were found pretty generally adherent on 
both sides, and free trom containing fluid. 
The lungs externally were of a dark co- 
lour, generally, and marked in some 


places with purple spots, and in a few 





eG 4 se a COR se & 2h Gene ob oe 28 one eben oS 2 es eee 


LEECH IN THE STOMACH.—SECONDARY SYPHILIS.” 


aang especially between the lobes, wit} 


The lungs! case, as was also the presence of 


arge dark-brown patches. 
felt crepitant, but harder lumps could be 
found here and there, as in pulmonary 
apoplexy. On cutting into the lungs, they 
were found to be very much congested in 
every part, but plenty of air, and abun- 
dance of a thick bloody fluid, could be 
pressed out. In many places there were 
circumscribed spots of a deep black co- 
lour, with well-defined edges, and varying 
in size, but generally about as large asa 
walnut. They evidently consisted of pure 
bluod, and corresponded with the parts 
where the lumps were felt externally. The 
bronchial membrane was of a deep red 
colour. One lung was much worse than 
the other, presenting almost the appear- 
ance of a dark coagulum of blood, when 
incised, and being very soft and easily torn. 
A portion of this lung on the summit ap- 
peared to have been broken down, forming 
a cavity which was filled with dark fluid 
blood. Before cutting into this, it had 
almost the appearance and feel of a small 
tuberculous excavation. The heart was 
enlarged to probably twice its natural 
size. The pericardium contained some 
bloody serum, and its inner surface was 
spotted like the skin. The left ventricle 
was very much dilated and much hyper- 
trophied. This ventricle, as well as the 
aorta, contained perfectly black blood. 
The substance of the heart was every 
where unusually pale, and very much 
softened; towards the apex it appeared to 
have undergone some structural altera- 
tion, portions of it being of a light-gray 
eolour. At the large end of the stomach 
the mucous membrane was raised by air 
contained under it, so as to form large 
irregular elevations; towards the pylorus 
it was of a dark-brown purple colour, 
but this did not extend deeper. ‘There 
were three or four oval ulcers near the 
pylorus, the size of half a sixpence, of a 


gray colour, with clevated edges, and hav- | 
ing an indurated and almost scirrhous | 


feel. The mucous membrane of the duo- 
denum was red, but showed no purple 
spots. The other intestines were not ex- 
amined. The liver was somewhat enlarged, 
and of a dark and brownish colour exter- 
nally; internally it presented the same 


dark colour intermixed with lines of yel- | 


low. It was in a state of great conges- 
tion. The spleen was rather small. 

Dr. ELtiorson remarked that this was 
the most intense case of the disease that 
he had ever seen; there were some symp- 
toms in it which had not come under his 
notice in any other case, and which were 
mentioned neither by Bateman nor 
Rayer. There was decidedly inflamma- 
tory redness where the spots did not 


exist; this was a peculiar feature of the 


| vesicles; the chin and left eyelid being 
covered with petechia, presented a singu- 
| lar and interesting fact. In opposition to 
| Laennec’s account of apoplexy of the 
lungs, there was present in this case ex- 
‘treme congestion for a large space around 
[the lumps in those organs. The heart 
| being so much enlarged and softened, 
|the very fecble state of the circulating 
| system was accounted for. There is little 
| question that he died from syncope. No- 
| thing was found to cause sudden death. 
| The circumstance of the brain, also, being 
}much paler than usual, was a symptom of 
death from fainting. It was a componnd 
|case of purpura and gangrenous erysipe- 
las, and demonstrated the possibility of 
'two very different kinds of diseases of the 
iskin going on at the same time in the 
system,—one congestive, and the other 
phlegmonous. 


HORSE-LEECH IN THE HUMAN STOMACH, 
Dr. Extrotson brought a leech to the 
hospital a few days since, which had been 
vomited by a lad. He had had headach 
for several days, and his bowels were con- 
fined; a dose of jalap was given him 
which produced sickness, and the leech 
was brought up in a very lively state. It 
is rather a small one, and does not appear 
to have been very active in its domicile, 
It is well known that a leech will some- 
times get very large after it has acci- 
dentally got into the stomach. It is not 
known in what way the animal was swal- 
lowed in the present instance. The boy 
has had no leeches applied on any part of 
his body for two years, It is most pro- 
bable that it was taken while bathing, 
with a portion of the water of the bath. 
HYDRIODATR OF POTASH IN SECONDARY 
SYPHILIS. 


Dr. A. T. Tuomson has succeeded in 
|euring a case of secondary syphilis with 
the hydriodate of potash. The patient 
was a young woman, aged 19, who con- 
tracted syphilis about two years since, and 
had been treated for the disease, and ap- 
| parently cured, but about two months ago 
an eruption appeared over the whole sur- 
face of the body, not presenting the gene- 
ral characters of this affection, but par- 
taking something of the nature of psoria- 
sis. Dr. T. thought the disease should be 
|named “ syphilitic psoriasis.” Five-grain 
\doses of the hydriodate, gradually in- 
'creased to seven and a half, were given, 
and completely removed the eruption in a 
|month, The case was thus cured by the 
unaided effect of the hydriodate of potass, 
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Sr. Groree’s Hosprrat.—Meeting of 
ae tee. Sir C. E. Smith in the chair. 
—The remainder of the laws relating to 
the duties of the chaplain, and those of the 

and the matron, and part of 
those of the steward, were discu at this 


weet; but as it would be difficult to de- 

nd a person incognito, and “asa person 

| incognifo” the writer desires to remain, he 
declines our offer, and has explained the 
object of bis former letter in the paragraph 
above quoted. Who or what our corre- 


meeting, and the proceedings closed with | spondent may be, if he be not simply a 
clause 5, page 34. The duties of the se-| “ Conjuror,”—and a conjuror he certainly 
cretary and the matron are of such a na-| is, unless he really indited his letter on 
ture as can scarcely disturb the feelings of | the principle that “one good quiz deserves 


party. Moreover, it is the general opi- 


nion (we give the words of our reporter), | 


“ that Tae Lancer has effected an excel- 
lent and conciliatory change in the bear- 
ing of the medical officers. A better feel- 
ing scems to pervade their party.” 
ground arms and stand at ease, but not off 
our post, be therefore our position. At 
this meeting neither Sir Benjamin nor Dr. 
Chambers was present, and nothing oc- 
curred worthy of notice ; not even the ill- 
directed personalities and ungentlemanly 
behaviour of Dr. Seymour. 








CORRESPONDENTS. 

A correspondent who signs himself One 
of the Slandered, has addressed a brief 
note to us in which he says “ that the in- 
“ tentions of ‘A Governor of St. George's 
“ Hospital’ are fathomed by those whom 
“ he has attempted to malign,” and “ hints 
“to him that the scurrility and ill-condi- 
“tioned language of his epistle is in- 
* juring the cause he wished to espouse.” 
A letter from the same correspondent last 
week contained similar remarks, but the 
imputation was so indefinite that we did 
not comprehend the meaning of the writer. 
This he was told, with an offer of room 
for a reply, oumpowing that he had been 
slandered by ay correspondent in Tue 





To | 


) another,”—we know not, nor can guess; 
and as he persists in his intention to let 
alleged facts pass undenied, why we also 
must fall back upon the feeling expressed 
in the last sentence of his demi-politi- 
demi-cavalier communication of July 14th. 


Mr. Davis.—It is not possible yet to 
| state what will be the contents of the Bill. 

Has A. B. obtained his information 
from the Army Medical Board? We think 
he has been deceived. We never heard 
of any such course as Lectures on the 
“ Institutes of Medicine.” 


The letter of A Member of the College, 
next week.—A Scotch Student has reached its 
destination. 

The expense incurred and paid by the 
Treasury on account of the Parliamestary Medi- 
cal Committee has not amounted to more than 
25321. 10s. The expense of the Committee on the 
Vaccine Board, in 1833, amounted to 100/. Te. 


Fiat Justitia.—The exclusive clause in 
the charter could not be abrogated by any claim that 
might be iutrodaced into Mr. Oswald's bill. 
wider measure of reform, which is in progress, will 
remove all grievances arising from the possession, 
real or supposed, of uujast powers om the part of 
| the London chartered institation, To publish the 


| letter of oar corre would, therefore, be 
superfluous. 


Observator can hardly expect us to pub- 

| lish his letter without the confidential authentica- 

tien of his name and address. When those have 

been transmitted, be shal! be informed whether we 

can insert his statements without attaching his 
name and address to them in priat. 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 
(Extract from a Meteorological Journal kept at High Wycombe. 


Lat. 51° 37’ 44” North, 


Long. 34° 45° West.) 





' 
Barometer. | 


Thermometer. 


| 
Rain. 


| 
wet Weather. 
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29.86 | 29.72 
89| 82 

ee 
51 
52 
76 | 
61 
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68.50) 51.50 
| 65. | 46.50 
64.50!) 52.50 
| 65.50) 49.50 
| 69.50) 48. 
69.50 | 51. 


A Fine. 
’. |Fineday; heavy Rainin Nit. 
Fine. 
Fine. 
Fine. 
Fine, but threatening. 
Fine in day; Rain in Night. 
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July 14, 1835, 


W. Jackson, 





